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Echoes  from  the  Emergency  Fund  for  the 
Levant  which  Rev.  R.  A.  Blair  Solicited. 


“Offering  last  Sabbath,  Dec.  7,  was  $2100.  Pretty 
fair  for  our  Eighth  Street  people;  isn  t it?  It  is  the  hand 
of  God.  He  will  take  care  of  his  own  work.” 

—Dr.  T.  H.  Acheson. 


“A  remarkable  Communion  Sabbath.  Thankoffering 
for  the  Emergency  Fund  $600.  We  are  thankful  to  the 
Lord.”  —Rev.  Cbas.  T.  Carson. 


“I  gave  twice  what  I thought  I could  give,  and  when  I 
told  my  wife,  she  said  she  was  glad  I had  done.so." 

—Rev.  J.  D.  Edgar. 

“I  am  glad  our  people  have  given  the  Fund  $800.  It 
will  be  an  added  blessing  to  them.” 

— Rev.  J.  C.  McElhinney. 

“Our  people  hope  to  make  it  $300.” 

- Rev.  W.  A.  Aik  in 


•What  lack  1 yet?” 


“Give  to  the  poor,  and  thou  shalt  have  treasure  in 
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BLESSED  NEW  YEAR!  AND 
HAPPY! 

Just  as  we  pass  from  the  old  year 
into  the  new  is  a good  time  to  read 
once  again  the  Life  Charter  of  the 
Church.  Peter  confessed:  “Thou  art 
the  Christ,  the  Son  of  the  living  God.” 
Our  Lord  responded : “Upon  this  rock 
I will  build  my  church ; and  the  gates 
of  hell  shall  not  prevail  against  it.” 
That  is  to  say,  Christ  has  enlisted 
his  Church  as  an  army  for  aggressive 
campaigning.  He  sends  his  Church, 
armed  and  empowered,  against  the 
fortified  bulwarks  of  Satan.  The  cities 
if  sin  are  defended  by  Satan  and  his 
hosts.  His  armed  forces  guard  the 
gates  of  his  cities  against  the  attack- 
ing armies  of  God.  And  Christ  prom- 
ises and  insures  victory  to  his 
Church : “The  gates  of  hell  shall  not 
prevail  against  it.”  In  this  day  of 
the  battle’s  fury — when  we  are  come 
to  the  hour  of  decisive  conflict — some 
say  the  safe  policy  for  our  church,  the 
only  way  to  save  her  life,  is  to  with- 
draw from  the  gates  of  hell.  With 
nrofound  conviction,  yet  in  all  humil- 
ity, we  venture  to  proclaim  that  the 
life  of  the  church  depends,  not  on  a 
retreat,  but  on  ordering  an  advance. 
Read  again  in  Christ’s  final  word,  the 
remainder  of  the  Church’s  Life  Char- 


ter: “All  power  is  given  unto  me  in 
heaven  and  in  earth.  Go  ye,  there- 
fore, and  make  disciples  of  all  the  na- 
tions, baptizing  them  in  the  name  of 
the  Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and  of  the 
Holy  Ghost ; teaching  them  to  observe 
all  things  whatsoever  I have  com- 
manded you ; and,  lo,  I am  with  you 
alway,  even  unto  the  end  of  the 
world.”  It  is  noteworthy  there  is  not 
here  a word  about  calling  the  mission- 
aries home.  There  is  here  no  provis- 
ion for  retreat.  Yet.  they  must  be 
brought  home  unless  the  Church  rises 
to  the  demands  of  the  hour.  The 
present  crisis  is  due  directly  to  the 
war.  Every  other  Church  is  con- 
fronted with  a like  situation.  Our 
church  is  no  worse  off  than  they.  All 
the  other  Churches  are  proposing  to 
meet  the  challenge  by  an  unprece- 
dented advance.  Shall  the  Covenanter 
Church  become  conspicuous  among  all 
the  Churches  of  Christ  by  ordering  a 
retreat?  God  only  knows  how  long 
the  economic  and  political  and  finan- 
cial world  will  be  in  righting  itself. 
Maybe  we  shall  have  to  raise  as  much 
next  year  to  keep  our  forces  in  the 
field.  We  hope  not.  The  crisis  may 
pass  earlier  than  we  expect.  The 
Forward  Movement  is  just  now  en- 
listing young  people  for  Christian 
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work  at  home  and  abroad.  In  his  ad- 
dresses to  our  churches,  Mr.  Elliott 
forecast  that  seventy-five  new  re- 
cruits would  be  required  within  the 
next  five  years,  for  our  mission  fields 
alone.  What  are  we  to  do  with  them 
if  our  missions  are  to  be  retrenched? 
Many  other  young  people  are  required 
for  the  work  at  home.  And  is  it  not 
the  essence  of  wisdom  which  says : 
“If  our  missions  dry  up,  the  Church 
will  dry  up?”  Even  though  we  may 
not  advance  until  this  crisis  is  past,  it 
remains  true  that  Missions  are  the 
Charter  of  the  Church’s  Life. 


MANY  MEN  OF  ONE  MIND 


“ARE  YE  ABLE?  WE  ARE  ABLE. 

YE  SHALL.” 

The  Lord  Jesus  Christ  never  lays 
upon  us  a burden  which  we,  by  His 
help,  are  unable  to  bear.  $75,000 
seems  a heavy  load  for  the  Covenan 
ter  Church;  but,  if  borne  for  His 
sake,  the  yoke  will  be  easy  and  the 
burden  light. 

The  war  has  imposed  a weighty 
burden  upon  our  world,  under  which, 
indeed,  the  world  may  break.  The 
nations  have  raged  and  the  peoples 
must  pay  the  price.  Our  missions 
have  suffered  from  the  raging  and 
have  had  to  pay  their  share  of  the 
cost.  Thank  God,  our  missionaries 
have  been  spared ; their  lives  were 
precious  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord.  Oui 
losses  have  been  in  the  main  financial 
Exchange  rose  to  a rate  unprecedent- 
ed in  history  of  banking.  For  months 
we  were  totally  unable  to  make  re- 
mittances to  the  Levant.  High  rates 
of  exchange,  both  in  the  Levant  and 
China,  still  obtain,  and  are  likely  to 
continue  for  some  time.  At  present 
the  Mexican  dollar  (local  currency  in 
China)  costs  $1.08;  47  to  50  cents  is 
the  normal  rate.  That  is,  it  takes 
$2.00  U.  S.  currency  to  send  the  mis- 
sionary $1.00  of  his  salary,  and  he  is 
still  up  against  the  decreased  pur 
chasing  power  of  the  dollar,  just  as 
we  are.  The  same  holds  true  of 
money  sent  out  for  mission  expenses. 

Do  you  wonder  that  there  is  an 


overdraft  of  $24,904.75  in  the  Foreign 
Mission  Treasury? 

$75,000— -$35,000  for  the  Levant. 
$40,000  for  China!  The  Covenanter 
Church  to  keep  her  workers  in  the 
field  must  raise  this  amount  in  full. 
ARE  WE  ABLE?  This  same  Jesus 
who  spake  to  the  disciples  of  old  will 
help  us. 

“Who  of  our  burdens  day  by  day 
Himself  doth  bear  the  load.” 

S.  A.  S.  METHENY,  M.  D. 


A GET-TOGETHER  MEETING. 

A unique  conference,  and  one  which 
meant  much  to  our  foreign  mission 
work,  was  held  in  the  Allegheny 
Church,  Saturday,  December  6.  at  10 

A.  M. 

Conditions  in  our  foreign  mission 
fields  have  brought  a serious  financial 
crisis,  and  the  Foreign  Board  has  ap- 
pointed a committee  to  meet  with 
members  of  the  different  boards  and 
committees  around  Pittsburgh  to 
take  counsel  with  them  and  to  secure 
their  hearty  co-operation  in  plans  to 
meet  the  emergency. 

The  following  from  around  Pitts- 
burgh were  present:  Messrs.  G.  A. 

McKee,  John  Allen,  James  McAteer 
W.  J.  Ward.  A.  C.  Coulter,  William 
Blair,  J.  S.  Tibby,  Revs.  R.  C.  Reed. 

B.  M.  Sharp,  John  Slater,  J.  Boyd 

Tweed,  J.  B.  Willson,  Robert  Park, 
Drs.  R.  C.  Wylie,  R.  J.  G.  McKnight,. 
W.  J.  Coleman,  T.  H.  Acheson  and  R. 
H.  Martin.  The  Committee  of  the 
Foreign  Board  were:  S.  A.  Sterrett. 

Metheny,  M.  D.,  President ; Dr.  F.  M. 
Wilson,  Corresponding  Secretary ; Jo- 
seph M.  Steele,  Treasurer,  and  Samuel 
R.  Boggs.  The  Rev.  R.  A.  Blair,  who 
has  been  raising  the  Emergency  Fund 
for  the  Levant,  was  also  present. 

Dr.  Metheny  presided  and  told  why 
the  conference  had  been  arranged 

Mr.  Steele  presented  the  financial 
situation,  showing  that  on  account  of 
the  high  rate  of  exchange  in  Turkey 
during  the  four  years  of  the  war,  and 
the  still  high  rate  in  both  China  and 
Turkey,  the  treasury  was  overdrawn 
about  $25,000,  and  we  would  need 
more  than  double  the  amount  we 
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needed  last  year  for  both  fields  to 
keep  the  present  work  going. 

Dr.  Wilson  stated  the  Board’s  plans 
to  meet  this  condition.  The  $15,000 
emergency  for  the  Levant  was  practi- 
cally raised.  The  entii’e  month  of  De- 
cember was  to  be  given  to  raising  the 
full  appropriation  for  the  Levant  and 
the  entire  month  of  January  was  to 
be  used  in  raising  the  appropriation 
tor  China  in  full.  The  Christian  Na- 
tion, Olive  Trees,  etc.,  were  to  be  used 
in  this  work.  If  the  congregations 
gave  the  full  amounts — $35,000  for 
the  Levant  and  $40,000  for  China — 
no  more  was  to  be  asked  from  them  as 
congregations.  Any  deficit  after  the 
appropriations  were  raised  in  full 
was  to  be  made  up  in  some  other  way. 
way. 

After  a full  and  free  discussion  of 
the  whole  matter,  it  was  unanimously 
decided  that  the  only  thing  to  do  was 
to  raise  the  full  amount  needed  for 
this  present  year.  The  Board’s  plans 
were  heartily  endorsed.  The  whole 
matter  as  to  the  future  of  our  foreign 
mission  work  will  be  brought  before 
next  Synod. 

The  Pittsburgh  friends  thanked  the 
members  of.  the  Foreign  Board  for 
coming  over  and  putting  before  them 
so  fully  the  whole  matter  of  our  for- 
eign work,  and  the  Foreign  Board 
Committee  no  less  heartily  thanked 
those  around  Pittsburgh  who  had 
come,  at  somewhat  of  an  inconveni- 
ence in  time,  to  counsel  and  advise 
with  them.  A yote  of  thanks  was 
passed  to  Dr.  Coleman  and  the  Alle- 
gheny congregation  for  the  use  of 
their  church. 

This  is  the  first  time  that  any  board 
of  our  church  has  in  a public  confer- 
ence sought  the  counsel  and  help  of 
other  boards,  and  it  is  hoped  that 
great  good  will  result.  R.  A.  Blair. 


WHAT  WOULD  YOU  TELL  THE 
BOARD  TO  DO? 

The  Board  is  nearly  $25,000  in 
debt!  And  more  still,  with  the  same 
workers  and  schools,  expenses  have 
practically  doubled.  If  it  costs  fifty 
cents  on  the  dollar  to  get  money  ex- 
changed into  Chinese  money — an  ab- 
solute necessity — and  with  only  half 


left,  you  pay  double  former  prices  for 
everything  you  buy,  how  are  you  go- 
ing to  get  along?  The  Board  feels 
that  justice  requires  that  the  mission- 
ary should  have  his  salary,  not  cut  in 
half,  but  the  full  salary!  With  the- 
high  cost  of  living,  and  which  is  in 
China  and  Levant  as  well  as  in  the  U. 
S.  A.,  the  missionary  will  still  have 
his  problem  of  making  ends  meet. 

With  the  Board  $25,000  in  debt, 
and  expenses  practically  doubled,  and 
which  will  require  thousands  and 
thousands  of  dollars  in  addition  to 
former  expenses,  what  shall  the 
Board  do?  The  problem  is  one  of  the 
most  serious  that  has  confronted  the 
Church  since  the  foreign  mission 
work  began.  For  the  situation,  nei- 
ther the  missionaries  nor  the  Foreign 
Board  is  to  blame.  It  is  a result  of 
the  war,  which  no  one  could  foresee. 

What  Shall  the  Board  Do? 

Shall  we  throw  up  our  hands  and 
answer  the  Head  of  the  Church — We 
can’t  do  it?  Shall  we  recall  part  of 
the  mission  force,  and  close  some  of 
the  schools,  until  income  overtakes 
outgo  credit  and  debit  balancing? 
What!  Say  to  the  heathen  just  turn- 
ing toward  the  light — We  have  to 
leave  you  in  the  despair  of  darkness ! 

Now,  would  you,  Brother,  Sister, 
say  that  to  the  children  whose  big, 
pleading  eyes  look  at  you  ? Or  to  the 
grown  people  who  so  need  guidance 
as  they  walk,  with  faltering  step,  in 
the  Jesus  doctrine?  Above  all,  would 
you  say  to  your  Lord,  who  died  for 
you,  we  must  bring  part  of  the  force 
home!  We  know  the  devil  will 
whoop,  and  howl,  and  fire  off  his  dia- 
bolical artillery!  and  God’s  saints 
will  weep ! but  they  must  come 
home — part  of  them ! for  we  can’t 
raise  the  money!  ! ? ? 

Will  we  say  this  to  the  Lord? 
Rather,  will  we  not  say — We  must 
keep  every  missionary  on  the  field ! 
and  by  the  grace  of  God  we  will  do 
it  ! ! 

Notice,  Brother,  this  is  not  a “For- 
ward Movement,”  it  is  a firmer  grip 
to  keep  from  a backward  movement! 
The  Church’s  answer  to  the  Board’s 
appeal  will  determine  the  direction 
we  are  going!  F.  M.  FOSTER. 
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“OUR  BACK  IS  AGAINST  THE 
WALL” 

The  war  was  going  hard  against  the 
I British.  Driven  from  field  to  field,  the 
army  was  lodged  against  the  Channel 
The  Prime  Minister,  almost  in  despera- 
tion, exclaimed,  “Our  back  is  against 
the  wall.”  His  words  electrified  all 
England.  The  struggle  now  was  for 
existence.  The  whole  nation  throbbed. 
Each  heart  beat  fast ; blood  leaped  to 
the  cheeks ; the  strong  arm  was  lifted ; 
then  the  foe  fell  back. 

Our  Foreign  Missions  have  reached 
the  same  stage.  Our  back  is  against 
the  wall.  The  Board  has  raised  the  cry: 
“To  be,  or  not  to  be;  that  is  the  ques- 
tion.” The  present  struggle  is  for  the 
existence  of  our  Foreign  Missions.  The 
cause  of  the  threatening  disaster  is  di- 
rectly the  product  of  the  war,  a product 
which  the  Board  was  absolutely  power- 
less to  prevent.  No  human  foresight 
could  have  sustained  the  work  and  fore- 
stalled the  trouble.  But  we  must  rec- 
ognize God  in  it  more  than  man.  A di- 
vine purpose  runs  through  it  all.  And 
God's  plan  is  always  forward,  greater, 
more  extensive,  more  expensive,  calling 
more  loudly  for  the  consecration  of 
lives,  treasures  and  time.  God  means 
it  for  good.  The  cry  of  desperation 
now  reaches  the  ears  of  Covenanters. 
But  these  are  the  descendants  of  the 
fathers  who  were  accustomed  to  meet 
desperate  conditions  with  calmness  and 
courage  that  never  failed.  If  God  has 
brought  the  Covenanter  Church  face  to 
face  with  a crisis,  surely  she  will  re- 
spond as  unto  the  Lord.  Aroused  to  a 
deeper  consciousness  of  her  strength  in 
Jesus  Christ,  and  her  exhaustless  re- 
sources in  His  Kingdom,  will  not  the 
reply  be  worthy  of  Jesus  Christ? 

- The  Foreign  Missions  are  the  Lord’s 
own : those  fields  are  Christ’s  advanced 
position  in  the  enemy’s  country.  His 
banner  floats  there  defiantly ; the  few 
defenders  are  true.  They  are  willing  to 
carry  it  forward,  but  never  backward. 
Surely  the  Covenanters  at  home  will 
rally  promptly  and  with  enthusiasm  to 
their  support. 

Withdraw  the  forces  from  the  for- 
eign fields?  Impossible.  Those  brave 
men  and  women  will  disobey  orders 


rather  than  abandon  the  field.  The 
Board  can  scarcely  persuade  them  to 
return  for  a brief  rest,  even  after  the 
terrible  war  strain.  They  say : “We 

are  needed  here.” 

In  the  event  of  their  recall,  should  it 
occur,  you  may  hear  a voice,  floating 
sadly  across  the  Atlantic : “We  cannot 
come.  We  dare  not  leave  the  field  to 
the  foe.  If  home  support  fail,  then 
leave  us  alone  ; we  will  struggle  by  our- 
selves. If  we  are  doomed  to  die,  we 
will  die  here,  and  here  will  we  be 
buried.” 

Retreat  is  not  Christian.  “No  man, 
having  put  his  hand  to  the  plow,  and. 
looking  back,  is  fit  for  the  Kingdom  of 
Heaven.”  The  church  that  looks  back 
is, not  fit.  Nor  is  retreat  American. 
When  America  bridged  the  sea,  and 
marched  her  millions  across,  the  order 
was  given,  “Always  hold  the  ground 
you  win.”  They  pressed  the  enemy 
back,  never  yielding  a footbreadth.  The 
Church  of  the  Covenanters  will  not  be 
less  loval  in  the  critical  hour.  The  Cap- 
tain of  the  Lord’s  hosts  is  looking  on. 

J.  C.  McFEETERS. 


HOW  SHALL  THE  CRISIS  BE 
MET? 

The  crisis  is  not  a crisis,  if  only  we 
can  get  ourselves  to  see  it.  The  Cove- 
nanter Church  never  yet  failed  to 
come  up  to  the  help  of  the  Lord,  when 
the  people  were  sure  it  was  the  Lord 
that  was  calling.  It  will  be  none 
otherwise  in  this  case.  The  Board  is 
doing  all  it  can  now  to  let  the  Lord 
send  forth  His  call.  Viewed  in  the 
light  of  all  the  facts  of  the  long  war 
period  through  which  our  devoted 
missionaires  and  out  native  brethren 
in  the  fields  have  passed,  and  out  of 
which  the  natives  have  come  stripped 
of  literally  everything-  material,  the 
missionaries  with  their  meagre  life 
savings  largely  swept  away,  I am  per- 
suaded that  Christ  is  calling  us  to 
enter  into  “the  fellowship  of  His  suf- 
ferings” in  this  matter.  And  if  the 
demands  of  the  hour  in  our  mission 
fields  mean  that  we  must  take  a step 
or  two  into  the  garden  with  Christ 
and  fellowship  with  him  in  suffering, 
there  is  also  ready  to  our  hand  the 
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“power  to  His  resurrection.”  Yet  I 
stop  short  to  ask  myself  the  question : 
Why  did  I say  one  word  about  “suf- 
fering”? Is  it  right  to  intimate  for 
one  moment  that,  for  the  Covenanter 
Church  in  America  to  raise  this  little 
more  than  $100,000  to  keep  our  mis- 
sions going  through  the  year,  we  are 
going  to  “suffer”  in  doing  it?  Will 
this  really  lead  us  into  “the  fellowship 
of  the  sufferings  of  Christ”?  Will  it, 
if  -we  contribute  every  dollar  of  it, 
take  us  into  the  “fellowship  of  the 
sufferings  of  the  missionaries”  who 
stayed  there  during  the  weeks  and 
months  and  years  filled  with  horror? 
They  suffered.  They  were  hungry. 
They  lacked  clothes.  They  saw  their 
pittance  of  savings  vanish.  They 
even  faced  at  times  the  possibility  of 
paying  their  lives.  They  did  not  go 
peacefully  to  business  every  day. 
They  did  not  have  three  square  meals 
every  day.  They  did  not  sleep  quietly 
every  night  in  comfortable  beds.  They 
did  not  have  their  farms  about  them, 
with  the  crops  growing  prolifically 
and  undisturbed.  They  had  no  flocks 
and  herds  about  them.  They  did  not 
have  their  wives  and  husbands  and 
children  with  them.  Some  of  them 
were  in  prison  or  banished.  Is  not  the 
Lord  now  asking  the  Covenanter 
Church,  in  one  loud,  unmistakable  call 
what  we  are  willing  to  do  to  keep 
these  missionaries  in  their  work,  lest 
their  sacrifices  shall  have  been  in 
vain?  Is  the  Lord  Jesus  not  now 
calling  us  into  the  privilege  of  helping 
our  native  brethren,  returning  from 
the  deportations,  wounded  and  naked 
and  half  dead,  to  get  a new  start  in 
life?  Shall  we  forsake  them  now, 
who  sent  them  the  Gospel  and  first 
taught  them  what  Christianity 
meant? 

FINDLEY  M.  WILSON. 


THE  FORWARD  MOVEMENT  AND 
FOREIGN  MISSIONS. 

Delber  H.  Elliott. 

Our  Foreign  Mission  work  has  al- 
ways been  very  close  to  the  heart  of 
the  Covenanter  Church.  Perhaps  no 
class  of  workers  is  more  highly  es- 


teemed or  has  been  more  constantly 
remembered  in  prayer  than  our  For- 
eign Missionaries.  Their  self-sacrific- 
ing service  has  not  been  without  the 
Church’s  appreciation. 

An  unprecedented  situation  con- 
fronts our  Foreign  Missions  just  now. 
In  the  Levant  many  of  our  workers 
stood  at  their  posts  through  the  period 
of  the  war,  facing  the  dangers  and 
privations  peculiar  to  that  time.  Most 
of  them  are  there  yet.  The  high  rate 
of  exchnage  cut  their  salary  in  two. 
Then  the  high  cost  of  living  there 
was  vastly  in  excess  of  anything  ever 
experienced  here.  Then  they  face 
still,  the  multitudes  of  suffering  and 
dying  looking  to  them  for  the  means 
on  which  to  live. 

To  meet  all  this  there  is  a depleted 
treasury.  Rev.  R.  A.  Blair  has  been 
sent  over  the  Church  to  solicit  funds 
to  provide  for  the  emergency  in  our 
Syrian  Mission.  The  Church  has  been 
nobly  responding.  The  Covenanter 
Church  is  not  the  kind  to  leave  her 
consecrated  workers  unaided  in  a for- 
eign land.  May  the  appeal  of  the  sit- 
uation grip  the  hearts  of  our  people. 

Now  a new  situation  arises  in 
China.  The  rate  of  money  exchange 
cuts  the  missionaries’  salary  in  two. 
H.  C.  L.  also  stalks  abroad  in  that  far 
country — and  a fifty-cent  dollar  to 
meet  it  f Our  missionaries  are  earn- 
ing a hundred-cent  dollar  and  more. 
Will  the  Church  that  sent  them  out 
pay  them  less? 

It  is  no  time  now  for  retrenchment. 
The  Forward  Movements  of  the  day 
will  not  listen  to  the  calling  of  the 
misisonaries  home.  In  the  stress  of 
the  present  hour  we  must  rally  to 
meet  the  emergencies.  The  crisis  we 
expect  soon  to  pass.  Conditions  we 
believe  will  soon  improve,  but  faith 
and  devotion  demand  that  we  help 
the  missionary  ship  through  the  rocks 
during  the  storm.  Have  you  done 
your  share? — From  the  office  of  For- 
ivard  Work,  1101  West  10th  Avenue, 
Topeka,  Kans. 
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THE  MONEY  SITUATION  IN 
CHINA. 


By  the  Rev.  J.  K.  Robb. 

The  Church  has  been  learning  dur- 
ing recent  months  of  the  financial  sit- 
uation that  now  confronts  the  For- 
eign Board.  One  has  but  to  consider 
for  a moment  the  deficit  that  now 
exists  in  the  Foreign  Mission  Treas- 
ury to  be  convinced  that  a real  crisis 
exists.  It  may  not  be  clear  to  all  just 
how  this  deficit  has  been  created,  and 
it  is  of  the  first  importance  that  the 
Church  have  the  situation  clearly  in 
mind,  not  only  in  regard  to  the  pres- 
ent deficit  that  exists,  but  also  con- 
cerning the  causes  that  have  made 
the  deficit.  In  compliance  with  the 
Board’s  request  I shall  endeavor  in  a 
few  words  to  place  before  the  readers 
of  Olive  Trees  some  facts  relating  to 
the  financial  side  of  our  work  in  China 
that  will,  I trust,  serve  to  explain  how 
we  come  to  be  facing  the  situation 
that  the  Board  has  described. 

In  sending  funds  to  China  the 
Board’s  Treasurer  remits  usually  by 
draft  in  terms  of  U.  S.  currency. 
These  drafts  are  taken  to  the  Hong 
Kong  banks  and  exchanged  for  Hong 
Kong  money.  Hong  Kong  money  is 
on  a silver  basis,  and  so  the  rate  of 
exchange  varies  with  the  price  of 
silver  bullion  in  the  world’s  money 
markets.  Since  Hong  Kong  is  Brit- 
ish, it  then  becomes  necessary  to  ex- 
change our  Hong  Kong  money  for 
Chinese  silver,  as  the  Hong  Kong  cur- 
rency is  not  in  circulation  in  the  in- 
terior where  our  work  is  located.  The 
amount  of  Chinese  money  that  we  will 
get  for  a given  amount  of  Hong  Kong 
money  will  depend  on  local  conditions, 
but  up  until  the  present  year  Hong 
Kong  money  was  at  a premium  in  the 
Chinese  money  market,  the  amount  of 
this  premium  ranging  anywhere  from 
one  to  ten  per  cent.  It  has  been  much 
more  at  times,  but  the  average  would 
be  about  as  stated  above.  I am  giving 
some  figures  below  that  will  perhaps 
make  my  meaning  clearer  than  any 
describing  would  do.  They  will  be  on 
the  basis  of  $1000  U.  S.  currency,  and 


showing  what  that  amount  of  U.  S. 
currency  would  purchase  of  Hong 
Kong  and  Chinese  silver  some  years 
ago,  and  what  the  same  amount  of  XL 
S.  currency  will  purchase  now. 

U.  S.  Hong  Kong  Chinese 

1914  $1000  $2000  $2100 

1919  $1000  $1100  $1050 

That  is,  the  sum  of  $1000  U.  S.  cur- 
rency would  purchase  twice  as  much 
Chinese  currency  in  1914  as  it  will  do 
in  1919.  Had  prices  remained  the 
same  in  Hong  Kong  during  these 
years  from  1914,  the  U.  S.  dollar 
would  have  only  one-half  the  purchas- 
ing nower  in  the  Hong  Kong  mar- 
kets, since  only  about  one-half  as 
much  is  being  realized  for  the  U.  S. 
dollar.  Let  me  say  just  here  that  the 
fact  that  we  got  two  dollars  Hong 
Kong  for  one  dollar  U.  S.  currency 
does  not  mean  that  we  were  doubling 
our  money.  It  simply  means  that  for- 
merly the  Hong  Kong  dollar  had 
about  one-half  the  purchasing  power 
of  the  American  dollar.  Let  me  say, 
too,  that  Hong  Kong  prices  have  gone 
up  since  1914,  so  that  we  are  having 
to  pay  more  Hong  Kong  money  for 
our  supplies  than  we  did  years  ago, 
and  at  the  same  time  are  getting  less 
Hong  Kong  money  for  our  salary 
cheques,  so  that  salaries  have  been  cut 
in  two  ways,  and  at  both  ends. 

The  Board  feels  under  obligations 
to  supplement  salaries  to  the  extent 
of  securing  to  the  missionaries  two 
dollars  Hong  Kong  to  one  dollar  U.  S. 
currency,  this  being  a conservative 
estimate  of  what  they  were  receiving- 
in  1914.  This  the  other  Boards  are 
doing.  This  will  mean  that  this  year 
the  amount  of  money  necessary  to  pay 
salaries  that  will  enable  the  mission- 
aries to  realize  two  Hong  Kong  dol- 
lars to  one  U.  S.  dollar,  will  be  double 
what  it  was  in  former  years.  The 
Church  ought  to  know  that  the  Mis- 
sion in  China  decided  at  one  time  to 
forego  the  supplement  that  the  Board 
offered  to  pay,  that  would  have  given 
us  two  Hong  Kong  dollars  for  each 
dollar  of  our  salary  cheques,  feeling 
that  we  ought  to  share  with  the  home 
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Church  the  burden  that  the  rising 
cost  of  living  was  placing  on  it.  But 
during  the  past  months  the  rate  of 
exchange  has  risen  to  the  point  where 
the  workers  cannot,  without  difficulty, 
get  along  on  the  bare  proceeds  of  their 
salaries. 

So  the  Board  desires  that  the 
Church  contribute  in  full  the  amount 
of  $40,000  for  the  Mission  in  China 
on  the  first  Sabbath  of  January.  Per- 
haps there  are  some  who  do  not  re- 
member that  Synod’s  appropriations 
to  the  Church’s  foreign  mission  work 
have  not  been  met  in  full  for  a num- 
ber of  years.  Circumstances  during 
the  earlier  years  of  our  work  were 
such  that  the  failure  to  contribute  in 
full  the  amounts  called  for  did  not 
make  any  very  marked  difference  so 
far  as  the  carrying  on  of  our  work 
was  concerned.  But  at  the  present 
time,  for  the  Church  to  fail  by  so 
much  as  a single  dollar  in  making  up 
the  full  appropriation  of  $40,000  is 
going  to  mean  just  that  much  more 
difficulty  in  tiding  over  what  we  all 
recognize  as  a most  unusual,  and  a 
most  critical  time  in  our  foreign  mis- 
sion work.  The  Mission  in  China  has 
never  yet  been  obliged  to  curtail  its 
work  already  under  way,  nor  post- 
pone the  opening  of  new  work,  be- 
cause of  lack  of  funds.  Surely  we  are 
not  going  to  begin  now.  And  that  is 
just  what  we  will  have  to  do  if  the 
appropriation  for  the  present  Synod- 
ical year  is  not  met  in  full.  Let  the 
entire  month  of  January  be  devoted 
to  the  cause  of  China.  The  Lord 
knows  the  situation  better  than  we 
do,  and  is  trying  our  faith  in  this,  as 
He  is  doing  in  some  other  lines.  And 
if  our  faith  fail  not,  He  will  see 
that  it  is  rewarded.  The  Covenanter 
Church  has  never  yet  formed  the 
habit  of  backing  away  from  anything 
that  she  undertook  to  do.  The  fact 
that  she  is  facing  an  unparalleled  sit- 
uation, and  one  of  great  difficulty, 
so  far  from  casting  her  down,  will, 
we  are  persuaded,  lead  to  the  exercise 
of  a more  heroic  faith,  to  the  putting 
forth  of  unequaled  efforts,  and  to  the 
attaining  of  a glorious  victory. 


A BANKER’S  STATEMENT 

Philadelphia,  Dec.  3,  1919. 
Mr.  Joseph  M.  Steele, 

Messrs.  Wm.  Steele  & Sons  Co., 
Philadelphia. 

My  dear  Mr.  Steele: 

Mr.  Loeb  referred  to  me  your  favor 
of  Dec.  2,  with  regard  to  Far  Eastern 
exchanges. 

As  you  know,  the  recent  unprece- 
dented rise  in  silver  to  practically  dou- 
ble its  former  value  has  had  a tremen- 
dous influence  on  the  value  of  Eastern 
currencies  in  all  the  countries  that  are 
on  a silver  basis. 

You  will  find,  for  instance,  that  the 
rupee  of  India,  containing  three-eighths 
of  an  ounce  of  silver  and  being  valued 
at  approximately  25  cents,  has  now  a 
value  of  between  46  to  52  cents.  In 
China  the  Hongkong  dollar,  also  called 
the  Mexican  dollar,  which  during  the 
lower  prife  of  silver  fluctuated  between  i 
38  and  60  cents  per  dollar,  is  now  quot- 
ed at  $1.08  U.  S.  currency  for  each  dol- 
lar Hongkong  money.  In  Shaighai, 
Hankow  and  Tientsin,  where  a coin 
called  the  tael  is  used,  the  value  of 
same  expressed  in  American  money 
varies  from  80  to  85  cents,  but  has  now 
advanced  to  $1.65  and  $1.73.  An  addi- 
tional consideration  is  that,  although 
these  silver  currencies  have  practically 
doubled  their  value  as  expressed  in 
American  money,  their  buying  power 
in  their  respective  countries  has  at  the 
same  time  greatly  depreciated. 

In  Syria  and  parts  of  Asiatic  and  Eu- 
ropean Turkey,  it  is  best  to  use  the 
pound  sterling,  as  its  value  is  some- 
what more  stable  than  that  of  the  franc. 
We  ourselves,  in  a transaction  of  con- 
siderable size  which  we  recently  had  in 
Turkey,  used  to  great  advantage 
United  States  currency. 

In  Turkey  the  exchange  problem  is 
less  cumbersome  than  in  China,  as  in 
the  latter  country  some  ten  varieties  of 
Chinese  dollars  are  in  circulation.  Be- 
sides the  Hongkong  and  Straits  dollar, 
the  Mexican  dollar  and  also  the  old 
Spanish  or  Carolus  dollar  are  used.  As 
the  actual  value  of  all  these  Chinese 
currencies  is  nowhere  of  a fixed  value, 
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their  value  fluctuates  with  the  price  of 
silver. 

Therefore,  to  maintain  institutions  in 
the  Far  East  with  the  present  high  cost 
of  silver,  it  will  take  fully  double  the 
amount  previously  needed. 

Yours  very  truly, 
Tradesmen’s  National  Bank, 

S.  E.  Guggenheimer, 

Asst.  Cashier, 

Mgr.  Foreign  Dept. 


Dr.  Stewart,  of  Latakia,  explains 
about  the  cost  of  money  exchange. 

“At  the  beginning  of  the  war  the 
Government  forced  down  the  market 
value  of  gold  and  silver  coins,  thereby 
causing  great  loss  to  the  people.  Then 
paper  currency,  fiat  money,  was  is- 
sued in  abundance,  which  rapidly  de- 
preciated in  value,  reaching  at  one 
time  one-eighth  of  its  face  value.  It 
ceased  to  be  legal  tender  in  this  part 
of  the  country  at  the  time  of  the 
occupation.  Although  all  our  village 
schools  were  closed,  we  had  to  give 
help  to  some  of  the  discharged  teach- 
ers. The  pay  of  those  who  were 
teaching  was  reduced  to  the  starva- 
tion point,  but  still  we  seemed  to  be 
spending  a lot  of  money.  Prices  of 
food  and  clothing  were  high,  and  all 
kinds  of  goods  scarce.  $4.50  would 
have  to  be  exchanged  for  a paper  lira, 
Turkish,  which  was  worth  about  40 
cents.  Since  forty  to  sixty  American 
dollars  were  required  to  buy  a pair  of 
shoes,  and  two  to  three  hundred  to 
buy  a suit  of  clothes,  it  may  easily  be 
inferred  that  the  common  people  did 
not  buy  much;  nor  have  they  any 
prospect  of  doing  so  at  this  date.” 


Henry  Morgenthau  says:  “Nothing 
on  'earth  except  a miracle  from 
heaven  can  prevent  the  death  of 
freezing  and  starvation  of  from  five 
to  ten  million  people  in  Europe  and 
the  Near  East  this  winter.” 


December  3,  1919. 

STATEMENT  SHOWING  PRESENT 
STATUS  OF  LEVANT  AND 
CHINA  MISSION  ACCOUNTS. 
LEVANT  MISSIONS. 


Salaries  for  Latakia,  L318 83, MO. 00 

Salaries  for  Asia  Minor,  1918...  4,650  00 

Salaries  for  Cyprus,  1918 4,110.00 

$12,270.00 

Additional  for  Latakia,  1919 2,230.00 

Additional  for  Asia  Minor,  1919.  640.00 

$15,140.00 

Excess  for  Latakia  and  Mersine, 

due  to  exchange 11,030.00 

Cyprus  Teachers,  1919  2,400  00 

McCarroll’s  salaries  3,000.00 

$31,570.00 

Mission  Expense  10,000.90 

Traveling  Expense  "...  7,500.00 

$49,070.00 

Receipts  for  Levant  Mission,  1918.$18,111.55 
Receipts  for  Syrian  Relief  Work, 

1918  17,002.76 

$35,114.31 

Overdraft,  November,  1919 $15,522.81 

Received  for  Emergency  Fund, 

through  Mr.  Blair  4,391.22 


Deficit,  December  3,  1919  $11,131.59 

CHINA  MISSIONS. 

Salaries  for  1918  $19,197.50 

Excess  for  Exchange,  1919 19,197.50 

Mission  Expense,  1919  10,612.00 

Traveling  Expenses,  1919  3,000.00 

$52,007.00 

Receipts  for  1918  $26,276.01 


Overdraft,  November,  1919  $9,381.98 

SUMMARY 
Required  1919. 

China  Missions  $52,007.00 

Levant  Missions  49,070.00 


$101,077.00 

Synod  Appropriation. 

China  Missions $40,000.00 

Levant  Missions  35,000.00 


Balance  Required  Over  Appropriation. 

China  Missions $12,007.00 

Levant  Missions  14,070.00 


$26,077.00 

Contributed  1918. 

China  Mission  $26,276.01 

Levant  Missions  18,111.55 


$44,387.56 

Required  1919. 

China  Missions  $52,007.00 
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Levant  Missions  , 49,070.00 


$101,077.00 

Balance  Required  Over  Amount  Contributed 
in  1918. 

China  Missions  $25,730.99 

Levant  Missions  30,958.45 


$56,689.44 

The  above  means  that  we  need  all 
told  this  year  for  the  Levant  and 
China  about  $117,000.  Mr.  Blair  has 
already  secured  about  $15,000  from 
about  25  congregations  for  the  Le- 
vant Emergency  Fund.  This  leaves 
over  $100,000  to  be  raised.  We  hope 
all  congregations  will  give  as  He  has 
given,  and  those  who  did  not  have 
the  privilege  of  giving  to  the  Emer- 
gency Fund  will  seek  still  to  have  a 
part  in  the  extra  giving. 


THE  NEED  AS  THE  MISSIONAR- 
IES TELL  IT. 

Rev.  A.  J.  McFarland,  writing  of 
recent  war  experiences,  says:  “The 
enemy’s  temporary  success  with 
motorboats  was  especially  aggravat- 
ing and  tantalizing  for,  besides  help- 
ing to  feed  the  German  army,  it  was 
making  much  more  difficult  the  task 
of  keeping  the  poor  of  the  mission 
from  starving,  as  it  soon  doubled 

the  price  of  grain  already  at  famine 
prices,  and  caused  the  Turks  to  re- 
duce the  already  starvation  bread 
ration  to  the  poor  at  the  same  time 
increasing  the  price  of  the  ration.  The 
Turkish  officials  were  fat  and  flour- 
ishing through  it  all.” 

* * * * 

Miss  Mearas  wrote  of  her  work  at 

Jerusalem:  “We  had  the  finest  op- 

portunity given  to  anyone  to  touch 
the  lives  of  the  boys  and  girls  here.” 
Later  she  wrote  of  Miss  Edgar’s  list 
of  necessaries  for  the  schools:  “It 
(the  list)  is  far  too  modest.  It  should 
be  doubled  and  then  some.” 

* * * * 

“Our  school  is  growing.  It  is  be- 
coming more  useful.  People  are  more 
and  more  inclined  to  appreciate  its 
work.  Other  schools  are  being  led  to 
make  improvements  in  order  to  at- 
tract students  from  us.  The  major- 


ity of  our  students  apply  the  term 
‘Christian’  to  themselves.  Our  main 
work  is  to  change  the  word  into  a 
reality.” 

Wilbur  Weir. 

* # . * * 

Miss  Edgar  says:  “Very  many 

people  living  around  us  were  reduced 
to  the  last  extremity  and  these  we 
helped  as  we  could  until  we  had  used 
table  covers,  couch  covers,  curtains, 
everything.” 

* * * * 

“Those  who  are  here  think  that  the 
first  thing  to  be  done  is  to  cancel  the 
debt  against  the  mission.  The  $5000 
I brought  with  me  would  not  cover 
much  more  than  a third  of  the  debt, 
and  a considerable  amount  .of  that 
must  be  used  for  current  expenses. 
We  need  to  have  £2000  sterling  at 
once  to  be  able  to  pay  off  our  debt 
and  meet  the  running  expenses.” 

Dr.  Balph. 

* * * * 

Dr.  Peoples,  in  one  of  the  first  let- 
ters he  was  able  to  send  after  the 
Armistice,  wrote:  “All  this  in  the 

midst  of  fear,  anxiety,  and  insults  and 
trouble  from  all  sides.  The  half  has 
not  been  told  and  never  can  be  told; 
for  one  has  to  pass  through  them  to 
have  any  conception  of  what  it  has 
been.” 

* * * * 

Rev.  R.  E.  Willson,  of  Mersine: 
“One  thing  we  do  know,  ‘Jehovah 
reigns,’  and  in  his  inscrutable  coun- 
sel, all  this  is  in  some  way  working 
out  His  own  plan,  and  is  for  His 
glory.  In  view  of  conditions  there 
are  some  very  puzzling  questions  in 
connection  with  the  work.  The  prob- 
lem of  our  native  workers’  wages  has 
been  troubling  us  all  summer.  Last 
week  the  mission  took  action,  raising 
the  wages  of  the  workers  to  what  was 
considered  a barely  living  wage,  as 
nearly  as  we  could  estimate  it.  And, 
yet,  it  involves  an  expenditure  which 
we  wonder  whether  we  will  be  able 
to  maintain.  We  all  realized  that 
with  the  prices  of  necessities  as  they 
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were  and  rents  as  they  are,  it  was 
impossible  for  them  to  live  on  what 
we  were  giving  them.  We  have  on 
our  list  only  those  that  are  necessary 
to  keep  the  work  going  along.” 

Miss  Mearns  again : “Everywhere 
the  people  said  to  me,  ‘We  would  have 
died  during  those  awful  days  of  the 
war  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  Sitt’ 
(meaning  Miss  Edgar).  She  has  been 
an  angel  of  mercy  and  brought  help 
to  so  many  in  this  city.” 

* * * * 

Writing  of  the  deportations  of  the 
Armenians  and  their  utter  destitu- 
tion, now  that  some  of  them  have  re- 
turned, Dr.  James  S.  Stewart  has  this 
to  say,  by  way  of  a single  illustration, 
of  the  300  souls  taken  from  Guanai- 
mia:  “About  half  of  them  lived  to 

return  at  the  close  of  the  war,  but  a 
number  of  them  have  died  since  their 
return.  They  were  given  but  one  day 
to  prepare  for  their  journey,  and  so 
were  compelled  to  leave  most  of  their 
possessions  in  the  hands  of  their 
Moslem  neighbors.  These  did  not 
wish  nor  expect  that  any  of  them 
would  live  to  return,  and  now  that 
some  have  returned,  though  in  a des- 
titue  condition,  few  are  willing  to  give 
up  any  part  of  the  plunder.  Their 
houses  are  all  in  ruins.  Even  Dr. 
Balph’s  summer  house  has  been  rob- 
bed of  furniture,  doors,  windows, 
floors,  partition;  nothing  remains  ex- 
cept the  outer  walls  and  roof.” 

Does  the  Covenanter  Church  want 
to  continue  this  work  or  must  it  now 
fail  in  spite  of  the  sacrifices  during 
the  war? 


He  stands  best  who  kneels  most. 

He  stands  strongest  who  kneels  weak- 
est. 

He  stands  longest  who  kneels  lowest. 
Bent  knees  make  strong  backs.  And 
strong  backs  are  needed  today. 
— Quoted  in  Sunday  School  Times. 


THE  TRIP  ON  BEHALF  OF  THE 
EMERGENCY  FUND  FOR  THE 
LEVANT. 

By  Rev.  R.  A.  Blair. 

When  the  first  facts  as  to  the  condi- 
tions in  the  Levant  came  to  the  knowl- 
edge of  the  Board  they  endeavored  to 
get  Mr.  Elliott  or  Mr.  Samuel  Edgar  to 
do  this  work.  Mr.  Elliott  declined  on 
the  score  that  this  was  a debt  that 
would  have  to  be  gotten  out  of  the  way 
before  the  Forward  Movement  could 
be  well  launched.  He  urged  the  other 
fact  that  he  had  other  work  planned 
which  was  fundamental  to  the  whole 
Forward  Movement  program.  This 
was  more  than  enough  to  keep  him 
busy  until  well  towards  the  spring,  as 
we  all  know.  Mr.  Edgar  declined  be- 
cause he  felt  he  must  go  back  to  the 
field  at  the  first  opportunity,  as  there 
was  no  one  to  care  for  the  outlying  cit- 
ies and  villages.  Their  extreme  need 
is  indicated  by  the  fact  that  he  had 
been  able,  on  leaving  Syria,  to  give 
them  but  $1.50  each  to  do  them  a 
month,  and  one  blanket  for  a family.  So 
if  he  had  not  gone  back  to  them  on  the 
first  opportunity  he  could  never  again 
look  those  poor  people  in  the  faces.  He 
said  that  if  he  would  go  back  and  do 
the  work  there  he  knew  the  people  at 
home  would  furnish  the  money. 

When  the  Board  urged  me  to  under- 
take the  work,  I felt  I could  not  decline. 
Happily,  Mr.  Edgar  came  and  spent 
part  of  a week  with  us  and  assisted  in 
our  fall  Communion.  Mr.  Elliott  and 
he  both  assured  me  it  was  my  duty  to 
undertake  the  task,  and  each  assured 
me  he  would  help  me  in  every  way 
possible. 

I began  at  home.  I never  feel  like 
asking  anyone  else  to  do  what  I am  not 
willing  at  least  to  try  myself.  My  peo- 
ple are  few,  and  they  had  given  well 
last  year  and  are  keeping  it  up  this 
year,  but  when  we  took  up  the  offering 
we  had  $130  cash  and  pledges  which 
will  bring  it  up  to  about  $200. 

I left  home  October  15.  My  first 
stop  was  an  Quinter,  Kansas.  I was  al- 
most ashamed  to  stop  at  Quinter,  as 
they  have  had  such  poor  crops.  But  I 
was  ashamed  not  to  stop.  I got  there 
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about  2 P.  M.  Friday,  and  Mrs.  Robb 
met  me  at  the  depot  (Mr.  Robb  was  in 
Boston)  and  told  me  I was  to  speak  at 
the  high  school  at  3.30  and  at  the 
church  at  8.  Had  a fine  reception  at 
the  high  school  and,  by  the  way,  I wish 
that  some  of  our  Pennsylvania  school 
boards  could  go  out  to  see  the  schools 
of  the  Middle  West.  The  school  prin- 
cipal and  professors  came  over  to  the 
meeting  at  the  church.  Our  offering 
that  night  was  $109,  which  amount  has 
been  increased  since  to  almost  $200.  I 
went  on  the  same  night  to  Greeley,  Col- 
orado. They  have  their  nice  new 
church  ready  for  Synod.  Sabbath  was 
their  preparation  day,  and  the  morning 
of  their  Communion  they  took  an  offer- 
ing amounting  to  $600.  I had  the  pleas- 
ure of  going  from  Greeley  to  Denver  in 
Mr.  Carson’s  car,  where  I enjoyed  the 
treat  of  attending  the  convention  of 
the  Colorado  C.  Y.  P.  U.  I only  spoke 
for  three  minutes  on  the  Emergency 
Fund,  but  left  Denver  with  considera- 
ble more  money  than  I had  on  arrival, 
and  more  to  follow.  From  Denver, 
went  for  two  days  of  fellowship  with 
Brother  Gilmore,  of  La  Junta,  after 
sleeping  two  nights  with  him  in  the 
hospitable  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  James 
Carson,  of  Denver.  I will  never  forget 
the  view  of  the  mountains,  the  joy  of 
which  was  increased  by  Mr.  Gilmore 
pointing  out  their  beauty.  He  came 
with  me  on  the  train  by  night  from  La 
Junta  to  Stafford  and  I spent  one  night 
with  him  there.  I brought  some  money 
away  from  La  Junta,  and  I am  sure 
Mr.  Steele  has  heard  from  them  since. 

The  Stafford  folks  were  just  begining 
their  Communion  service.  They  were 
remodeling  the  home  they  had  bought 
for  a parsonage,  and  yet,  on  top  of  all, 
they  gave  me  $316.  I was  at  Sterling 
for  Sabbath.  They  had  given  about 
$2000  last  year  to  the  Syrian  Relief, 
vet  they  came  over  with  about  $800. 
From  there  I went  to  Eskridge.  Be- 
sides meeting  Mr.  Aiken  and  his  fam- 
ily, I had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  again 
Rev.  A.  M.  Thompson  before  he  left 
for  California.  An  Eskridge  man  told 
me  he  would  give  me  $50,  and  I have 


heard  since  that  they  have  been  mak- 
ing a good  response. 

From  Eskridge  I went  to  Topeka. 
Mr.  Taggart  was  away  assisting  Mr. 
McElhinney,  but  he  had  arranged  for 
the  meeting  and  had  left  Mr.  Elliott 
and  Mr.  J.  K.  Robb  in  charge  of  affairs. 
The  Topeka  people  made  a fine  re- 
sponse, and  the  deacons  present  volun- 
teered to  bring  the  matter  up  again  the 
next  Sabbath.  I was  glad  to  see  the 
office  of  the  Forward  Movement,  and 
felt  that  if  we  as  pastors  and  people 
work  as  hard  and  as  prayerfully  as  Mr. 
Elliott  is  doing,  there  will  be  no  danger 
of  the  Forward  Movement  failing.  Mr. 
Elliott  again  assured  me  of  his  deep  in- 
terest in  the  task  in  which  I was  en- 
gaged and  his  willingness  to  help. 

The  next  stop  was  at  Denison.  As 
the  Northwestern  people  were  not  run- 
ning their  railroad,  Mr.  Russell  met  me 
at  Valley  Falls  with  his  “Henry,”  and 
after  the  Sabbath  took  me  back  to  To- 
peka. The  Denison  offering  was  to  be 
taken  the  next  Sabbath,  and  I am  sure 
it  is  already  in.  It  was  a great  pleasure 
to  see  Mrs.  Dr.  Wright  and  Paul.  I 
well  remember  when  we  lived  with 
them  in  Tak  Hing. 

My  next  stop  was  Olathe.  Mr.  Ed- 
gar had  just  gotten  home  that  morn- 
ing from  a Sucessful  series  of  meetings 
at  Denver.  We  had  a fine  meeting 
Wednesday  and  they  started  the  sub- 
scription that  night  with  $500.  It  was 
a great  pleasure  to  see  so  many  friends, 
and  the  hours  we  spent  at  Olathe  were 
more  than  full.  Kansas  City  came 
next.  The  people,  through  few,  are 
faithful,  and  I heard  one  person  there 
say  that  he  was  going  to  start  the  sub- 
scription with  a Liberty  Bond.  The 
Sabbath  following  was  spent  at  Win- 
chester. It  was  a very  wet  day,  but  we 
had  a good  audience.  As  Mr.  Elliott 
was  to  preach  the  next  Sabbath,  and 
they  hoped  for  better  weather,  they  put 
off  their  offering  until  that  day.  I have 
had  word  since  that  they  went  over 
$900.  From  Winchester  I started  for 
Idana.  I missed  my  connection,  the 
only  time  during  the.  six  weeks  or  more 
Thus  we  had  no  meeting.  Through 
the  kindness  of  some  of  the  good  folks 
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I did  get  out  to  Mr.  Stevenson’s  home 
for  dinner  and  had  the  privilege  of  a 
few  hours  in  their  fellowship.  Mrs. 
Stevenson,  although  very  helpless,  is 
interested  in  all  the  church  and  keeps  in 
close  touch  by  prayer  with  all  its  con- 
cerns both  at  home  and  abroad.  I spoke 
at  Superior  on  W ednesday  night,  and 
at  Beulah  on  Thursday,  to  very  inter- 
ested audiences.  At  both  places  assur- 
ance was  given  that  help  would  be  sent 
forward  to  Mr.  Steele.  The  next  Sab- 
bath was  spent  at  Blanchard.  They  had 
just  held  a big  mass-meeting  on  Friday 
night  to  raise  funds  for  a new  school 
building,  and  our  pastor  and  people  had 
been  in  the  front  ranks.  However,  they 
realized  the  joy  of  giving,  and  raised 
over  $700.  The  afternoon  was  given  to 
Clarinda,  Mr.  Johnston  having  kindly 
arranged  so  that  I could  reach  Banch- 
ard  and  Clarinda  in  daylight.  The  Cla- 
rinda folks  were  facing  a few  thousand 
dollars  debt  on  their  new  church,  but 
the  last  word  I had,  they  had  raised 
$700,  with  more  to  come. 

My  next  stop  was  Washington,  and 
they,  like  all  others,  assured  me  they 
would  not  fail  the  Lord.  I went  next 
to  Wyman,  where  they  had  changed 
their  prayer-meeting  to  Thursday 
night.  They  responded  with  willing 
hearts  and  assured  me  that  more  would 
follow.  Remembering  so  well  the  kind- 
ness of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Allen  at  San 
Francisco,  when  we  returned  from 
China,  it  was  a great  pleasure  to  meet 
them  again.  I was  at  Sharon  for  Sab- 
bath morning,  and  understand  they 
went  over  the  $1000  mark.  Sabbath 
evening  at  Morning  Sun  brought  the 
assurance  that  they  would  respond  to 
the  best  of  their  ability.  I reached  Chi- 
cago in  time  for  a meeting  Monday 
night  in  the  home  of  Mr.  McKnight.  A 
fine  group  had  gathered,  among  whom 
were  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Donald  Milligan  and 
Dr.  Esmond  Smith.  These  latter  are 
just  getting  ready  for  life  service. 

Thanksgiving  morning  I had  the 
privilege  of  speaking  to  my  own  people 
again  at  Rose  Point,  and  was  very 
thankful  to  know  of  their  interest  while 
I was  away.  Sabbath  following  found 
me  in  Pittsburgh.  Saturday  night  was 


spent  at  the  Aged  People’s  Home.  Aft- 
er breakfast  I told  them  of  the  work  I 
had  been  doing,  and  to  my  great  sur- 
prise they  gave  me  over  $40.  I spoke 
in  the  Allegheny  Church  in  the  morn- 
ing, at  Eighth  Street  in  the  afternoon 
and  Wilkinsburgh  at  night.  The  offi- 
cers in  all  the  congregations  took  the 
matter  up,  and  I have  just  heard,  De- 
cember 10,  that  Eighth  Street  raised 
$2100,  Sabbath,  December  7,  was  spent 
in  Philadelphia,  where  I spoke  in  all 
three  of  our  churches.  I find  them  all 
busy  on  the  project.  The  First  Church 
has  appointed  a Committee  of  Twelve 
to  raise  their  full  apportionment  of  the 
Emergency  Fund  and  collections  in  full 
for  the  Levant  and  China,  in  December 
adn  January,  and,  feeling  this  not  suffi- 
cient, have  proposed  to  add  $300  more 
for  good  measure.  They  have  invited 
me  back  to  speak  to  them  December  21 
as  the  regular  pulpit  supply,  at  which 
time  they  hope  to  raise  the  full  amount 
I hope  to  speak  to  the  New  York 
churches  December  14.  They,  like  the 
Philadelphia  churches,  have  been  kept 
in  touch  with  the  great  needs,  and  the 
soil  is  well  prepared. 

It  has  been  my  privilege  to  be  over 
the  church  a number  of  times,  and  the 
kindness  of  our  Covenanter  brethren 
goes  without  saying ; but  I was  receiv- 
ed this  time  both  by  pastors  and  people 
with  a warmness  and  a response  such 
as  could  only  come  from  the  Master 
himself.  His  we  are,  and  Him  we  serve. 
I wish  especially  to  thank  Mr.  Elliott 
and  Mr.  Tibby  for  being  advance 
agents. 


“SIN  AND  A SAVIOUR.” 
Evangelism,  Sabbath  Observance, 
Tithing.  Encouraging  numbers  bap- 
tized and  a much  larger  number  of 
applicants.  The  church  will  be  glad 
to  read  this  most  interesting  letter. — 
Editor, 

Our  Work  in  China,  by  Dr.  A.  I.  Robb 

Prayer.  Bible  study,  Sabbath- 
keeping, tithing  and  soul-winning. 
These  were  the  main  topics  of  our 
Conference,  which  was  carried  on  in 
connection  with  our  communion  on 
the  19th  of  October  here  at  the  Tak 
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Hing  Chapel.  The  meetings  began 
on  Thursday  afternoon,  and  that  ses- 
sion and  the  evening  one  were  given 
to  prayer  and  the  study  of  its  encour- 
agements, and  hindrances  to  it. 

The  regular  preparatory  services  of 
the  communion  took  the  11  o’clock 
hour  for  each  of  the  three  days  fol- 
lowing. The  half  hour  from  7.30  to 
8.30  each  morning  was  given  to  pray- 
er and  the  afternoon  and  evening  to 
conference.  On  Friday  the  Bible 
study  and  Sabbath-keeping  subjects 
were  searchingly  presented,  and  on 
Saturday,  at  the  close  of  one  of  the 
most  radical  addresses  on  tithing 
some  of  us  ever  heard,  about  forty  of 
those  present  pledged  themselves  to 
pay  the  tithe  to  the  Lord.  It  is  likely 
that  one  or  two  were  acting  merely  in 
compliment  to  the  vigorous  presenta- 
tion of  the  subject,  yet  we  think  a 
decided  gain  in  that  line  can  be  re- 
corded. 

Twenty-two  persons  appeared  be- 
fore the  session  and  were  examined, 
and  five  of  these  were  baptized  and 
the  rest  enrolled  as  applicants  for 
membership  and  for  further  instruc- 
tion. Five  of  these  are  women  fully 
matured  who  live  in  the  Uet  Shing 
district,  where  we  have  no  chapel,  and 
were  brought  to  the  school  by  a poor 
hospital  patient  who  returned  to  her 
home  last  year.  They  are  a promis- 
ing lot  of  women. 

The  attendance  at  the  communion 
was  smaller  than  for  some  years,  and 
the  numbers,  forty-six  men  and  sev- 
enty-three women,  at  least  causes  one 
to  consider.  But  in  point  of  interest 
and  spiritual  feasting  it  has  rarely 
been  equaled.  It  reached  its  climax 
on  Sabbath  evening  when  these  five 
topics  were  vividly  protrayed  under 
the  figure  of  a hand  with  its  five  fin- 
gers, the  hand  of  service  that  could 
have  living  power  only  through 
love.  (John  21:  15.) 

All  of  our  preachers  and  students 
had  been  called  in  for  this  commun- 
ion and  to  go  to  the  preachers’  con- 
ference at  Lo  Ting  the  next  week.  We 
left  Tak  Hing  at  a supposedly  early 
hour,  though  it  was  11  by  the  time 
the  boat  moved.  Head  winds  delayed 


us  and  night  found  us  a number  of 
miles  from  our  hoped  for  stopping- 
place.  Yet  there  was  no  fretting.  The 
river  is  infested  by  robbers.  We  had 
run  up  a flag  with  characters  saying 
we  were  on  the  business  of  the  Mas- 
ter, and  it  was  respected.  After  our 
evening  worship  the  brethren  began 
to  talk  to  the  boatmen  who  had  been 
tracking  all  day  and  now  sat  down  for 
a little  time  to  smoke  before  turing 
in  on  the  hard  floor  for  the  night. 
They  were  eager  to  hear  the  Gospel 
and  after  some  of  us  had  turned  in 
(the  boat  is  all  one  room)  I heard 
one  of  our  preachers  telling  them  they 
must  pray  themselves  to  Jesus  to  for- 
give their  sins  and  that  He  would 
help  them  to  pray,  and  after  a while 
when  I had  been  nearly  asleep  I heard 
united  voices,  and  here  were  the  four 
men  kneeling  and,  one  of  the  Chris 
tians,  on  his  knees  beside  them,  and 
the  four  were  repeating  after  him 
something  like  this:  ‘‘Forgive  my 

sins,  cleanse  me  in  the  precious  blood 
of  Christ  and  fill  me  with  the  Holy 
Spirit  for  Jesus’  sake.  Amen.” 

They  came  to  most  of  the  meeting? 
at  Lo  Ting  and  brought  us  back  out 
and  came  to  the  house  to  get  copie? 
of  the  Commandments  and  the  Lord’? 
Prayer,  and  we  are  hoping  that  the 
Lord  has  given  us  all  those  who  were 
with  us  on  that  boat. 

On  the  second  day  we  came  to 
where  a hundred  and  fifty  soldiers 
were  returning  from  an  encounter 
with  robbers.  They  had  six  of  these 
securely  tied  and  driven  along,  each 
one  with  a soldier  guarding  him.  Also 
one  dead  soldier’s  body  who  had  been 
killed  in  the  fray  was  being  carried 
to  camp. 

Others  will  doubtless  tell  of  the 
meetings  at  Lo  Ting.  They  were  in- 
structive, and  if  they  did  not  reach 
the  spiritual  climax  some  of  us  had 
hoped  to  see  they  at  least  reached  the 
students  of  the  city  in  unexpected  de- 
gree. The  last  night,  which  had  been 
planned  for  an  experience  meeting, 
was  attended  by  the  High  School  stu- 
dents and  teachers  almost  in  a body, 
and  the  message  was  given  to  them 
by  Rev.  Au,  of  the  mission  in  Shiu 
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Hing,  who  gave  messages  on  all  of 
the  days.  The  presence  of  an  out- 
sider who  is  specially  gifted,  as  in 
this  case,  is  of  value  in  showing  work- 
ers how  to  work,  but  is  somewhat  of 
a hindrance  for  conference  of  a defi- 
nite character  about  our  own  work. 
In  this  case,  the  desire  of  the  outside 
public  to  hear  a great  preacher  made 
it  seem  wise  for  the  time  to  shelve  our 
own  problems  in  part,  and  none  ever 
heard  more  complete  models  for  ser- 
mons to  non-Christians  in  China  than 
we  heard.  “I  have  had  but  two  topics 
since  I began  to  preach  twelve  years 
ago — Sin  and  a Saviour,”  is  what  he 
told  us,  and  the  message  did  not  apol- 
ogize nor  compromise  when  the  audi- 
ence was  the  students  of  the  city, 
either. 

An  early  start  at  daylight  Monday 
morning,  with  toilet  and  breakfast  on 
the  boat  and  two  days’  rowing  down 
the  stream,  brought  us  home.  First 
question,  “Are  all  well?”  Second 
question,  “Any  word  from  home?” 
and  then  letter-reading  and  talk  of 
the  messages  from  home.  The  feel- 
ing of  decency  that  comes  after  a 
good  bath  and  a change  to  clean  cloth- 
ing and  sitting  down  to  a table  with 
knives  and  forks  and  plates  and  a 
white  table  cloth.  We  freely  admit 
that  the  chop-stick  is  an  effective 
weapon,  but  it  is  not  and  never  will 
be  a cultured  or  aesthetic  one  from 
our  viewpoint. 

Fifty-four  baptisms  and  one  hun- 
dred and  eighty  others  applying  were 
the  figures  for  the  year  thus  far  given 
at  the  conference.  Less  than  half  the 
number  we  have  asked  the  Lord  to 
give  us.  “He  is  able.”  Pray  with  us 
that  the  influences  of  these  days  of 
facing  God’s  work  and  his  demands 
on  us  may  be  blessed  to  all  who  bear 
His  name  that  they  may  win  souls  to 
Him. 

(This  letter  will  help  the  Church  in 
America  to  decide  what  is  its  duty 
about  the  collections  for  the  China 
Mission  during  the  month  of  Janu- 
ary. The  amount  appropriated  by 
Synod  is  $40,000,  and  we  have  the  en- 
tire month  in  which  to  raise  the  sum. 
— Editor.) 


A LOI 


“CLEANSED”  OCTOBER  28,  1819 


LETTER  FROM  A LOI. 

Lo  Ting,  October  1,  1919. 
To  the  little  Covenanter  girls  in 
America : 

Several  months  ago  I wrote  a letter 
to  you  and  sent  you  some  pictures  and 
asked  that  you  pray  for  me  so  I would 
not  always  need  to  be  a leper  girl.  I 
know  that  many  of  you  are  doing  this 
and  I am  very  grateful.  One  little 
girl  I heard  of  who  prays  for  me  every 
night  and  morning,  and  I think  of  her 
every  day  and  want  so  much  to  see 
her.  Lots  of  nights  about  7 o’clock  I 
think  of  you  all  for  I know  that  at 
that  time  it  is  just  about  7 o’clock  in 
the  morning  in  America  and  you  are 
having  worship. 
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I am  very  much  ashamed  to  tell  you 
that  just  after  I wrote  you  my  first 
letter  I was  naughty  several  times 
and  had  to  be  whipped.  Although  I 
had  lived  here  nearly  a year  I had 
never  been  angry  before,  but  one 
night  I got  angry  just  because  I didn’t 
get  something  the  minute  I wanted  it, 
and  then  I throw  my  things  around 
in  my  room  and  screamed.  Taai  So 
in  the  hospital  came  up  and  whipped 
me  wTith  a little  switch,  and  she  and 
all  my  friends  felt  as  bad  about  it  as 
I did.  I put  on  my  very  heavy  coat 
that  I wear  in  winter  when  I heard 
her  coming  and  I sat  down  in  a little 
ditch  and  let  her  whip  me.  But  in  a 
minute  she  noticed  that  it  didn’t  hurt 
very  much  so  she  whipped  me  on  the 
legs  where  there  wasn’t  so  much 
cloth.  One  time  I had  seen  a picture 
of  a devil  sitting  in  a man’s  heart  as 
king,  and  he  certainly  was  in  mine 
that  night,  and  I think  he  had  a hun- 
dred others  with  him.  Just  think  of 
the  nerve  I had  in  scolding  the  people 
who  help  me.  Taai  So  said  I ought 
to  be  put  out,  but  my,  I wouldn’t  go 
for  anything.  Why  there  is  as  much 
difference  between  living  here  and 
being  put  out  as  there  is  between  this 
mud  and  the  blue  sky  above  me.  1 
know  Jesus  felt  pretty  bad,  too,  but 
I just  asked  him  to  wash  my  heart 
all  clean,  and  He  did.  I never  throw 
my  things  around  any  more  now. 
Often  we  hear  people  on  the  street 
quarreling  and  even  striking  each 
other  and  I don’t  want  to  grow  up 
and  be  like  them.  They  do  not  know 
that  Jesus  could  help  them  control 
themselves,  for  they  can’t  do  it  with- 
out Him. 

There  is  a little  girl  here  who  some- 
times came  and  visited  me  and  I liked 
her  very  much.  She  was  very  poor 
and  often  hungry.  One  morning  she 
came  before  I got  up,  and  what  do 
you  supose  she  did?  She  came  into 
my  room,  and  took  my  best  coat  from 
one  end  of  my  bed  and  went  out  and 
pawned  it.  I was  asleep  at  the  time, 
but  I woke  up  and  went  to  my  door 
just  in  time  to  see  her  going  out  the 


gate.  I called  her.  and  asked  her 
what  she  had  under  her  arm,  and  she 
said  her  brother’s  coat,  but  as  it  look- 
ed like  mine  I asked  to  see  it,  but  she 
refused  and  went  out.  I immediately 
looked  for  mine  and  it  was  gone.  She 
came  back  in  a short  time  and  I 
charged  her  with  taking  my  coat,  but 
she  emphatically  denied  it,  and  in  a 
short  time  went  home.  I was  just 
about  to  cry  when  I decided  it  would 
be  better  to  pray  about  it  than  to  cry, 
for  she  had  not  only  sinned  in  steal- 
ing and  lying,  but  had  done  some- 
. thing  that  was  dangerous,  too,  in 
handling  my  things.  So  we  prayed 
about  it  several  times  that  day  that 
whether  I got  my  coat  back  or  not 
this  little  girl  would  confess  her  mis- 
take. That  night  two  of  three  women 
called  and  asked  if  we  had  given  her 
quite  a little  money  that  day,  as  she 
had  told  them  she  got  the  money 
here.  They  doubted  her  and  wanted 
someone  from  here  to  go  and  see  her. 
That  night  she  confessed  her  mistake, 
but  said  she  had  torn  up  the  pawn 
ticket.  The  next  morning  Taai  So 
went  with  her  to  the  pawnshop  to 
try  to  buy  back  the  coat,  so  no  one 
else  would  get  it  and  get  leprosy,  but 
the  people  refused  to  even  look  for  it 
without  the  ticket.  I was  very  sorry 
to  lose  my  new  coat,  but  I know  that 
my  loss  was  nothing  compared  to 
hers,  for  unless  she  changed  she 
would  lose  Heaven,  and  that  would  be 
terrible.  I pray  for  her  often  and 
hope  you  will,  too,  for  she  went  to 
school  several  years  and  can  read  the 
Bible  for  herself  and  she  knows  what 
is  right  and  wrong.  But  her  mother 
is  very  poor  and  she  sold  her  to  an- 
other family,  who  also  are  very  poor, 
and,  as  they  are  not  Christians,  it  is 
no  wonder  that  she  learns  some  bad 
ways. 

Perhaps  you  know  about  the  hos- 
pital taking  in  a number  of  beggar 
boys  a good  while  ago.  With  the  ex- 
ception of  one  or  two,  they  have  all 
found  good  places  to  work,  but  they 
like  to  come  back  and  visit  the  hospi- 
tal. One  day  I suspected  one  of  them 
had  been  eating  some  peanuts  which 
did  not  belong  to  him.  This  boy  had 
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always  been  very  honest,  and  I guess 
this  was  the  first  time  he  had  taken 
anything  that  did  not  belong  to  him. 
I told  him  I had  heard  him  cracking 
peanuts  and  later  saw  his  mouth  mov- 
ing and  was  pretty  sure  he  had  been 
eating  them.  At  first  he  was  inclined 
to  deny  it,  but  I told  him  that  doctors 
had  a plan  to  find  out  what  people 
had  eaten,  for  I had  heard  that  once 
in  Tak  Hing  a boy  ate  some  chicken 
that  didn’t  belong  to  him,  and  both 
he  and  his  mother  strenuously  denied 
he  had  eaten  it.  but  a doctor  there 
had  given  him  a little  medicine  and 
he  had  thrown  up  a lot  of  chicken. 
The  boy  was  quite  frightened  and 
said:  , “You  don’t  mean  it!  I won’t 
ever  dare  take  anything  again.” 

Although  I don’t  go  out  any  place 
except  to  the  hospital,  I know  a whole 
lot  of  people.  Lots  of  people  come 
into  the  yard  and  call  over  to  me  in 
my  little  house.  One  day  I started  to 
count  how  many  friends  I had,  and 
at  first  thought  I would  have  about 
ten,  but  when  I had  counted  all  I 
could  remember,  how  many  do  you 
think  it  was?  Nearly  sixty.  It  was 
lots  of  fun  counting  them,  for  I was 
so  surprised  that  I knew  so  many.  I 
think  God  was  awfully  nice  to  give  a 
little  leper  girl  so  many  friends,  for 
when  I first  came  I didn’t  have  any. 
And,  then,  I have  several  friends  in 
Heaven,  too.  I think  it  must  be  love- 
ly to  go  to  Heaven,  for  God  is  there 
and  Jesus  is  there,  and  lots  of  angels, 
and  Saam  Mo,  the  old  lady  who  was 
chapel-keeper,  and  died  of  plague  last 
spring,  is  there,  and  Sau  Wa,  the 
graduate  from  the  girls’  school,  and 
Oi  Kei.  a teacher  who  died  last  fall, 
and  Mei  Yan,  the  baby  who  was  taken 
out  of  the  orphanage  by  teachers  in 
the  girls’  school.  I won’t  ever  be  sick 
when  I go  there,  but  it  will  be  lovely 
all  the  time,  and  maybe  I can  eat  with 
the  angels  and  not  have  to  eat  by 
myself,  don’t  you  suppose  I can? 

I hope  you  will  still  pray  for  me 
that  I will  get  well,  and  also  that  I 
will  always  be  a good  girl,  for  I do 
want  to  be. 

Lovingly  your  friend, 

A.  LOI. 


Oct.  31,  1919. 
Dear  Friends  of  A.  Loi  in  America: 

It  is  with  sorrowful  hearts  that  we 
must  tell  you  that  our  little  A.  Loi  has 
left  us.  She  went  to  her  Heavenly 
Home  on  the  28th  of  this  month,  after 
being  sick  but  a few  weeks.  We  can- 
not believe  it  yet  that  we  will  not  hear 
her  voice  again  in  this  world.  She 
was  here  nearly  a year  and  a half,  and 
her  sudden  taking  away  was  a great 
shock.  About  three  weeks  ago  she  had 
some  very  severe  headaches  for  a 
few  days.  As  these  stopped  she 
seemed  to  go  into  a stupor  and  want- 
ed to  sleep  all  the  time.  It  was  hard 
to  rouse  her  to  eat,  and  in  spite  of 
all  that  could  be  done  she  grew  stead- 
ily worse,  for  the  last  week  being  de- 
lirious all  the  time  and  perfectly 
helpless,  until  about  3 o’clock  Tues- 
day afternoon,  when  her  spirit  left 
us.  One  thing  that  made  it  harder 
for  us  is  that,  excepting  the  first  few 
days  of  her  sickness  she  couldn’t 
seem  to  talk  with  us.  But  during  the 
first  few  days  she  asked  several  times 
that  we  would  pray  for  her  that  she 
wouldn’t  have  such  severe  headaches 
and  also  said  she  might  die,  but  she 
thought  if  she  did  she  would  go  to 
Heaven,  and  seemed  quite  satisfied  if 
this  should  happen. 

Perhaps  this  is  the  answer  to  your 
prayers  and  ours.  We  prayed  that 
she  would  be  healed,  and,  as  far  as 
she  was  concerned,  she  has  been  given 
more  than  we  asked  for  her.  We  had 
thought  that  she  would  be  a great 
help  in  the  leper  work  here  with  her 
keen  sense  of  justice  and  her  sunny 
disposition.  But  while  we  miss  her 
keenly,  we  could  not  wish  her  back 
to  live  as  a leper  again.  She  had 
steadily  been  growing  in  grace  and 
had  been  an  example  to  us  more  than 
once.  Several  times  lately  a woman 
scolded  her  for  something  that  was 
not  her  fault  at  all.  A.  Loi  stood  still 
and  took  the  scolding  without  a word. 
As  the  woman  stopped  talking,  A.  Loi 
turned  around  and  began  to  sing,  and 
no  one  would  have  thought  she  had 
been  wronged  at  all,  and  later  her 
only  remark  about  it  was:  “I  asked 

the  Heavenly  Father  to  bless  her  and 
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change  her  heart,  for  the  devil  got 
into  her  heart  and  made  her  un- 
happy.” A more  fearless  child  never 
lived  than  she,  and  she  would  re- 
peatedly tell  people  who  asked  her 
how  she  dared  to  live  in  a house  by 
herself  that  she  was  not  by  herself, 
but  God  lived  with  her  and  He  was 
very  real  to  her. 

Although  A.  Loi  did  not  have  the 
opportunity  of  knowing  any  of  you 
in  this  world,  she  will  be  waiting  for 
you  in  her  Heavenly  Home,  and  we 
must  always  be  as  ready  as  she  was. 
Many  non-Christians  come  here  for 
different  reasons,  and  one  seldom 
spoke  to  her  but  what  she  gave  them 
a little  message  from  the  Gospel  or 
an  invitation  to  go  to  the  chapel  serv- 
ices, and  can  we  do  less  for  our 
Saviour  than  did  this  little  leper  girl 
who  only  knew  Him  such  a short 
time? 

From  a Friend  of  A.  Loi’s  in  China. 


WOMEN’S  CHRISTIAN  TEMPER- 
ANCE UNION  OF  PENN- 
SYLVANIA. 

The  World  for  Christ. 

President’s  Office,  Beaver  Falls,  Pa. 

We  are  alarmed  at  the  peril  that 
threatens  China  following  the  prohi- 
bition victory  in  the  United  States. 
A number  of  American  brewers  have 
definitely  laid  plans  for  putting  down 
big  plants  for  the  production  of  alco- 
hol in  China. 

Efforts  have  been  put  on  foot  to 
counteract  this  movement  on  the  part 
of  the  liquor  interests.  The  Woman’s 
Christian  Temperance  Union  proposed 
to  raise  $1,000,000  as  a thank-offer- 
ing to  God  for  His  help  in  winning  the 
prohibition  victory,  $300,000  of  this 
sum  to  be  used  to  send  the  gospel  of 
temperance  to  foreign  lands. 

One  of  the  national  lecturers  to  be 
sent  out  by  the  W.  C.  T.  U.  is  Miss 
Christine  Tinling,  who  will  spend  two 


years  in  China.  Her  name  seems  to 
be  symbolic  of  her  work,  Christine, 
meaning  Christ’s — Tin,  heavenly — 
ling,  bells.  She  goes  to  ring  Christ’s 
heavenly  bells  in  the  dark  continent 
of  China.  Her  name  having  the  Chi- 
nese jingle  will  help  to  open  the  way 
to  her. 

Miss  Tinling  is  well  qualified  for 
her  work.  Her  special  work  in  Amer- 
ica has  been  the  development  of  tem- 
perance lessons  for  the  school  there 
and  the  teaching  of  the  same.  In 
China  she  will  teach  Scientific  Tem- 
perance in  the  colleges  and  schools, 
both  the  governmental  and  mission 
schools.  Her  plan  is  to  spend  two 
weeks  in  a college,  giving  special  in- 
struction to  the  teachers.  This  will 
be  followed  up  by  the  distribution  of 
literature  and  medal  contest  work. 

Miss  Tinling  is  an  author  as  well  as 
a lecturer.  She  has  revised  her  books 
to  suit  the  changed  conditions.  They 
will  be  translated  into  Chinese  and 
introduced  into  the  schools  as  far  as 
possible.  She  will  be  accompanied 
and  assisted  by  Miss  Frances  Williard 
Wang,  a young  Chinese  girl,  who  will 
be  a graduate  of  Miss  Williard’s  alma 
mater,  the  North  Western  Univer- 
sity, Evanston,  111. 

I have  assured  Miss  Tinling  that  if 
she  ever  reaches  Tak  Hing  Chau,  she 
will  receive  a welcome  from  our  mis- 
sionaries. Most  of  us  have  placed  on 
our  prayer  list  the  request  for  five 
hundred  converts  to  Christianity  un- 
der our  mission.  Miss  Tinling  asks 
that  we  place  her  name,  as  well  as  the 
name  of  Miss  Wang,  on  our  prayer 
list,  that  the  Lord  may  open  up  the 
way  to  them. 

Yours  for  world-wide  prohibition. 

MRS.  ELLA  M.  GEORGE, 
State  Pres.,  Penna.  W.  C.  T.  U. 


“If  thou  could’st  in  vision  see 
Thyself  the  man  God  meant, 
Thou  never  more  could’st  be 
The  man  thou  art,  content.” 
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NEWS  FROM  THE  FIELD 

AND  NOTES  OF  THE  WORKERS 

Edited  by  Mrs.  Findley  M.  Wilson,  2517  North  Franklin  Street, 

Philadelphia,  Penna. 


SYRIA. 

Latakia,  Syria.  Quoting  from  a 
letter  of  Miss  Maggie  B.  Edgar, 
written  October  24: 

“We  opened  school  October  5 and 
had  a falriy  good  attendance,  but  as 
yet  we  have  had  no  rain  here,  and, 
as  a result,  there  is  much  malaria 
about,  so  many  of  the  children  are 
frequently  absent,  and  many  of  those 
who  come  are  pale  and  listless,  so  that 
school  does  not  work  so  smoothly  as 
we  would  like.  The  days  are  still  very 
warn,  as  usual,  when  the  October  rain 
has  not  come,  so  nobody  feels  very 
brisk  or  energetic  at  present. 

“You  will  doubtless  have  heard  of 
the  death  of  Mrs.  May  Elsey  Fattal, 
which  occurred  on  the  20t.i  of  this 
month.  She  was  a very  sweet  Chris- 
tian woman  and  much  beloved  by  all 
who  knew  her.  During  her  illness  of 
more  than  six  weeks  she  was  so  pa- 
tient, so  anxious  not  to  give  trouble, 
so  grateful  for  any  little  kindness 
done;  hers  was  a sweet  nature,  more 
doubly  so  by  the  Christian  graces  so 
clearly  shown  in  her  daily  life.  She 
was  happy  in  her  home,  satisfied  in 
the  love  of  her  husband,  and  of  her 
two  little  girls,  who  are  not  old  enough 
to  realize  their  loss.  She  will  be 
greatly  missed  by  all  who  knew  her 
as  a friend,  but  more  than  can  be  told 
by  her  family,  who  were  so  dear  to 
her. 

“I  have  just  heard  that  Cousin  Sam 
had  left  home  and  expected  to  sail 
about  the  11th  of  September,  so  he 
may  now  be  well  on  his  way  to  us.  1 
am  so  sorry  he  has  to  come  without 
his  family.  It  seems  to  me  those  who 
stay  at  home  have  the  harder  task  and 

are  the  bravest  of  all.” 

•*  * * * 

A letter  from  Miss  Mearns,  of  La- 
takia, was  not  intended  for  publica- 
tion, but  we  are  passing  it  on  that 


others  may  get  a glimpse  of  realities 
in  Latakia  and  join  us  in  prayer  for 
these  poor  needy  ones.  October  28  is 
the  date  of  the  letter : 

“This  afternoon  I took  my  first  peep 
into  some  poor  homes  of  Latakia.  My 
work  keeps  me  most  of  the  day  in 
the  schoolroom  but  I went  out  with 
Miss  Edgar  this  afternoon  to  see  some 
of  the  things  she  has  been  seeing  dur- 
ing the  period  of  the  war  and  since. 
Our  little  maid  says  that  all  the  world 
comes  to  Miss  Edgar  for  help  of  every 
kind  and  I sometimes  agree  with  her. 

“We  first  went  to  a house,  or,  rather, 
one  room  of  a house,  where  live  an 
old  woman  and  her  daughter,  with 
the  daughter's  small  children — three, 
I think.  The  husband,  who  was  in 
the  Turkish  army,  has  not  been  heard 
from  for  three  years.  Such  a room! 
The  women  were  both  sick  in  bed,  one 
sleeping  on  rags  and  covered  with  the 
same.  The  other  had  her  rags  cov- 
ered up  by  a much-mended  quilt. 

“There  were  no  chairs,  except  one 
without  a bottom.  Everywhere  were 
rags — in  the  window,  on  the  floor, 
and  piled  on  top  of  a box  which  stood 
in  the  room.  We  sat  chatting  for  a 
little  and  found  out  that  they  had 
nothing  to  eat  and  no  money  with 
which  to  buy  food.  Miss  Edgar  slip- 
ped some  silver  into  the  hand  of  the 
younger  woman,  and  promising  to 
send  some  food  tomorrow  we  took  our 
departure.  I might  mention  in  pass- 
ing that  the  air  those  women  were 
breathing  wouldn’t  make  them  well 
very  fast. 

“This  visit  was  followed  by  one  to  a 
house  of  equal  poverty  but  of  greater 
cleanliness.  Here  likewise  we  prom- 
ised to  send  some  burghul  (prepared 
wheat)  and  some  flour.  The  last  place 
we  visited  was  in  a little  room  open- 
ing from  a small  courtyard,  where  a 
number  of  poor  families  live.  Here 
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Remza  and  Abdulla  are  trying  to 
bring  up  their  four  little  folks.  Remza 
was  sitting  on  her  mattress,  which 
was  thrown  onto  the  floor,  feling  very 
miserable  and  weak.  She  is  slowly 
recovering  from  an  attack  of  typhoid 
fever.  Some  dirty,  nearly  worn-out 
mats  were  on  the  floor  and  some  hard 
cushions,  which  they  use  either  as 
pillows  or  seats.  One  child  was  sit- 
ting against  the  wall  half  asleep,  sick 
with  malaria,  a wee  babe  was  lying 
asleep,  her  only  covering  being  a 
swarm  of  flies.  The  oldest  child  was 
out  somewhere  with  the  six  months* 
old  babe.  When  Remza  is  well,  her 
house  is  in  order,  but  now  it  is  most 
untidy.  With  us,  entered  two  other 
women,  both  rather  old,  and  one  had 
a dress  made  of  seven  different  ma- 
terials and  shades.  They  had  come 
to  see  what  we  were  going  to  do.  We 
all  sat  down  on  the  mat,  but  Miss 
Edgar  and  I were  given  cushions  as 
seats  of  honor. 

“We  chatted  awhile  and  then 
Remza  said  to  Miss  Edgar:  ‘Have  you 
the  Book  in  your  bag?'  Miss  Edgar 
replying  in  the  affirmative,  was  asked 
to  read.  She  pulled  out  a little  Gospel 
of  Mark  and  read  the  story  of  the 
healing  of  Peter’s  wife’s  mother.  I 
was  interested  in  watching  the  ex- 
pressions of  the  different  women,  and 
in  their  putting  their  hair  back  from 
their  ears,  that  they  might  hear 
better.  After  the  reading  and  some 
words  of  explanation,  Miss  Edgar 
prayed  and  Jesus  was  brought  very 
close  to  us  in  that  dirty  little  room. 
Remza,  as  are  the  others,  is  a Greek, 
but  when  she  is  well  comes  to  the 
woman’s  class  in  Sabbath  School 
taught  by  Miss  Clalia  Fattal.  Pray 
for  these  three,  won’t  you? 

“With  many  expressions  of  ‘peace 
to  your  mouth"  and  ‘May  God  pro- 
long your  life  and  give  you  of  His 
strength,’  we  took  our  leave,  not, 
however,  before  some  more  silver 
found  its  way  into  the  hands  of  the 
sick  woman  and  arrangements  made 
to  have  some  one  come  and  do  the 
family  washing  and  tidy  up  the 
house. 


“Everywhere  the  people  said  to 
me,  ‘We  would  have  died  during  those 
awful  days  of  the  war  had  it  not  been 
for  the  Sitt’  (meaning  Miss  Edgar). 
She  has  been  an  angel  of  mercy  and 
brought  help  to  so  many  in  this  city. 
This  is  an  example  of  many  of  Miss 
Edgar’s  afternoons  and  I wanted  you 
to  go  with  her  as  I did.” 


CHINA. 

Lo  Ting,  China.  The  Lo  Ting  news 
budget  arrived  in  good  time  this 
month,  and  is  an  interesting  one.  We 
are  sorry  to  know  of  the  death  of  the 
little  leper  girl,  A Loi.  It  will  be 
remembered  that  her  pictures,  one 
taken  when  she  came  to  Lo  Ting,  and 
a later  one,  showing  such  marked  im- 
provement, were  published  with  a 
letter  she  wrote  to  the  children  some 
months  ago.  We  have  another  letter 
she  wrote  shortly  before  her  death. 
Such  a pathetic  little  letter,  with  her 
efforts  at  “being  good”  and  her  hopes 
that  she  might  not  always  be  a leper ! 
Truly,  “of  such  is  the  kingdom  of 
heaven.”  “The  lepers  are  cleansed.” 
Mrs.  Mitchell  writing  of  her  says: 

“We  all  miss  A Loi,  but  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  Dickson  are  very  lonely  without 
her.  She  was  with  them  nearly  a 
year  and  a half  and  they  could  not 
have  done  more  for  a child  of  their 
own.  She  felt  she  belonged  to  them, 
too,  and  was  so  happy  in  this  new 
home  with  Christian  influence.  She 
had  her  own  little  house  and  garden 
and  took  great  pride  in  caring  for 
them.  She  was  very  careful  to  stay 
in  her  own  place  and  not  run  any 
risk  of  touching  anything  that  be- 
longed to  anyone  else  for  fear  of  giv- 
ing them  leprosy.  It  was  a joy  to  all 
of  us  to  see  her  developing  a Christian 
character.  She  remembered  Bible 
stories  and  could  repeat  them  so  well 
to  others  and  watched  for  opportuni- 
ties to  do  so.  Not  only  this  but,  as 
you  can  tell  by  her  letters,  she  wanted 
to  live  Christ.” 

* * * 

Communions  have  been  held  at  Wai 
Tai,  Ch’e  Tsai  and  Lo  Ting  this 


20 


OLIVE  TREES 


month.  Eighteen  adults  and  two  chil- 
dren were  baptized. 

* * * * 

The  conference  for  native  workers 
held  at  Lo  Ting,  October  23-26,  was 
attended  by  twenty-five  delegates 
from  the  different  stations  in  both 
districts.  Dr.  Robb,  of  Tak  Hing,  and 
Mr.  Au,  from  Shiu  Hing,  each  gave 
several  lectures.  On  Saturday  night 
a representative  from  each  chapel  re- 
ported their  efforts  in  bringing  men 
to  Christ.  There  were  some  very  en- 
couraging reports,  but  we  are  far 
short  of  the  mark  yet.  Altogether 
fifty-four  have  been  baptized  and  one 
hundred  and  eighty-three  others  have 
applied  for  baptism.  There  are  still 
six  communions  to  be  held  this  year. 

* * * 

A sewing  class  was  opened  in  the 
chapel  a few  weeks  ago  with  Mrs. 
Lam  as  teacher.  Women  who  are  too 
poor  to  have  sewing  done  can  attend 
this  class,  as  they  have  time  and  learn 
to  help  themselves.  One  woman  has 
changed  her  apparel  of  rags  for  a new 
suit  of  clothes  which  she  made  with 
the  help  of  the  teacher.  Some  of  the 
Christian  women  who  can  sew  meet 
an  hour  or  so  before  the  Wednesday 
and  Friday  meetings  to  make  articles 
for  sale.  They  expect  to  use  the  pro- 
ceeds to  help  defray  expenses  of  the 
women’s  conference  which  is  to  be 
held  in  December. 

* * * 

A woman  came  to  the  chapel  a few 
days  ago  and  asked  to  be  registered 
as  an  inquirer.  When  asked  why  she 
wanted  to  register  she  said  she  was 
old  and  almost  blind  from  weeping 
for  her  sons,  who  had  died,  leaving  no 
children.  She  had  heard  that  even  a 
worthless,  childless,  blind  old  woman 
could  find  comfort  in  the  Jesus  doc- 
trine, so  she  wanted  to  learn  about  it. 

sf=  N=  * * 

Another  incident  which  illustrates 
the  sorrow  in  the  lives  of  many  Chi- 
nese women  is  the  story  of  Mrs.  Lau’s 
recent  experience.  Her  only  son  died, 
leaving  a young  wife,  but  no  children. 
The  wife  ran  off  to  marry  again  and 
took  away  more  than  belonged  to  her. 


Mrs.  Lau  thought  she  was  destitute  in 
having  no  one  to  provide  for  her  in 
her  old  age,  so  she  followed  the  long- 
established  custom  of  buying  a grand- 
son. She  used  all  her  means  to  set 
him  up  in  business  and  buy  a wife 
for  him  and  he  in  return  gave  her 
nothing  but  worry  for  a year  and 
finally  he  and  his  wife  ran  off  and 
took  most  of  Mrs.  Lau’s  possessions 
with  them. 


TREES. 

I think  that  I shall  never  see 
A poem  lovely  as  a tree. 

A tree  whose  hungry  mouth  is  prest 
Against  the  earth’s  sweet  flowing 
breast ; 

A tree  that  looks  at  God  all  day 
And  lifts  her  leafy  arms  to  pray ; 

A tree  that  may  in  summer  wear 
A nest  of  robins  in  her  hair; 

Upon  whose  bosom  snow  has  lain, 
Who  intimately  lives  with  rain. 
Poems  are  made  by  fools  like  me, 

But  only  God  can  make  a tree. 

— Joyce  Kilmer. 


MRS.  E.  B.  FINLEY. 

The  Ladies’  Missionary  Society  of 
the  Old  Bethel  Reformed  Presbyte- 
rian Church  sustained  a great  loss  in 
the  death  of  one  of  our  most  active 
members,  Mrs.  Ethel  Finley,  who  was 
suddenly  called  away  Wednesday,  Au- 
gust 13,  1919.  Therefore  be  it  re- 
solved : 

1.  That,  even  in  our  sorrow,  we 
humbly  bow  in  submission  to  His  will. 
“Who  doeth  all  things  well.” 

2.  That  we  express  our  apprecia- 
tion of  her  cheerful,  earnest  Christian 
character,  her  faithfulness  in  attend- 
ing our  meetings,  and  her  readiness  to 
do  her  part  in  every  activity  of  our 
society. 

3.  That  we  extend  our  sympathy  to 
her  husband  and  children,  commend- 
ing them  to  Him  who  has  said,  “I  will 
never  leave  thee  nor  forsake  thee.” 

Blanche  L.  Finley. 

Ella  McMurtry, 

Committee. 
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Olive  Trees  regrets  the  necessity 
of  going  to  press  with  the  January 
number  without  the  Women’s  De- 
partment. It  is  one  of  the  most 
highly  prized  features  of  the  maga- 
zine. Only  the  urgency  of  the  finan- 
cial situation  brought  us  to  the  deci- 
sion that  we  could  wait  no  longer  for 
the  arrival  of  the  copy.  The  Women’s 
Department  will  appear  as  usual  in 
the  next  issue. 

A CALL  TO  SERVICE. 

By  Miss  Jane  Peoples,  of  Second  Phila- 
delphia Congregation. 

(Spoken  December  8,  1919,  at  a meet- 
ing for  the  organization  of  a Woman’s 
Presbyterial,  Philadelphia.) 

A recent  missionary  magazine  gives 
in  substance  the  following: 

“Early  in  October,  1919,  a great  na- 
tional conference  met  at  New  York  at 
the  request  of  the  Secretary  of  Labor, 
of  Washington,  D.  C. 

“Its  problem  was.  ‘The  Relation  of 
the  Church  to  Labor  Conditions.’ 

“Representatives  of  different  branch- 
es of  the  church  conferred  with  repre- 
sentatives of  various  industrial  agen- 
cies. 

“The  basis  of  discussion  was  the 
challenge,  ‘The  Principles  of  Jesus 
Christ,’  the  dominating  force  in  the  ad- 
justment of  industrial  relations. 

“On  that  basis  such  questions  as 
these  were  discussed : 

“The  relation  between  employer  and 
employee ; 

“The  responsibility  of  employees  for 
production,  both  as  to  quantity  and 
quality ; 

“The  requirements  of  the  new  citi- 
zenship demanded  since  the  war. 

“Profit-sharing  policies  in  big  con- 
cerns.” 

The  most  significant  feature  of  this 
conference  was:  It  was  a national  rec- 
ognition of  the  fact  that  the  church 
possesses  the  key  to  the  solution  of  hu- 
man problems. 


Another  column  of  the  same  maga- 
zine says,  in  substance,  the  following: 
“During  the  war  three  hundred 
thousand  negroes  engaged  in  military 
and  other  service  for  the  country. 

“This  has  developed  in  them  a new 
spirit  of  independence  and  self-esteem, 
and  a consequent  unrest  and  discontent 
with  subordinate  positions  in  society — 
serving  as  burden-bearers  and  menial 
workers. 

“Hence,  in  the  race  riots  and  accom- 
panying excesses,  the  country  faces  a 
national  problem,  one  which  it  has  not 
yet  solved. 

“George  Edmund  Haynes,  National 
Director  of  Negro  Economics,  has  re- 
cently appealed  to  the  missionary  so- 
cieties of  the  country  asking  them  to 
work  out  a national  program  providing 
for  adequate  education  of  the  negro. 
This  they  are  asked  to  present  to  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  for  its 
sanction  and  for  the  means  of  carry- 
ing it  out.” 

Again,  the  significant  feature  of  this 
movement  is,  It  points  to  national  rec- 
ognition of  the  fact  that  the  church  pos- 
sesses the  key  to  the  solution  of  human 
problems. 

But  the  church  herself  is  beginning 
to  recognize  that  she  holds  the  key  to 
the  solution  of  social  and  national 
problems.  Already  our  ears  begin  to 
hear  the  tramp,  tramp,  tramp,  of  the 
Christian  army. 

The  old  Hebrew  prophets  were  ac- 
customed to  call  for  such  rallying  to- 
gether. as  the  prelude  to  heroic  deeds. 
Hear  them  speak: 

“Gather  the  elders.’ 

“Call  a solemn  assembly.” 

“Blow  ye  the  trumpet.” 

“Sound  an  alarm.” 

“Sanctify  the  congregation.” 

“Gather  yourselves  together  round- 
about.” 

“Gather  the  children.” 

“Call  upon  the  name  of  the  Lord,  and 
serve  Him  with  one  consent.” 

“Gather  together  as  one  man  in  the 
street.” 

And  from  Esther — 

“Gather  together  all  the  Tews,  and 
so  will  I go  unto  the  King!” 
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Mobilization,  with  a definite  purpose. 

In  some  such  way  are  the  regiments 
and  battalions  of  the  Church  of  Christ 
' gathering  today,  not  merely  for  de- 
structive work,  for  the  pulling  down  of 
the  arch-enemy’s  strongholds,  but  for 
constructive  work,  for  lengthening  the 
cords  and' strengthening  the  stakes  and 
stretching  out  gloriously  the  curtains 
Of  Zion.  • ' ■ ’ 

> This  Presbyterial  Missionary  Society 
is  but  the  natural  response  to  the  call  of 
the  hour — 

- ' Assemble  yourselves. 

Unite  your  forces. 

Let  all  of  the  talents  of  each  society 
make  for  the  efficiency  of  the  United 
>•  Society. 

■ One  suggestion  as  to  the  purpose  of 
this-  Presbyterial,  viz.: 

O' That  we  pledge  ourselves  in  our  in- 
dividual societies,  and  in  this  largest  so- 
ciety, for  the  training- of  our  girls  for 
missioftary  work,  and  through  them  let 
ds-  hope  to  train  our  boys.  - ' 

Under  the  Old  Testament  dispensa- 
tion, a boy  assumed  religious  responsi- 
bility at  the  age  of  12  years,  and* be- 
came known  as  a “son  of  the  lav/.”.  Our 
high-  school  pupils  are  none  too  young 
to  consider  missionary  interests.  . If 
our  girls  know  that  they  are  expected 
to  belong  to  missionary  societies,  they 
will  join.  Let  us  bring  them  face  to 
face  with  their  responsibility  for  lead- 
ing souls  to  Christ.  * This  presupposes 
that  they  have  first  given  themselves  to 
Him.  So  let  us  pledge  ourselves  to 
pray  that  we  may  all  make  sure  of  a 
■ vital  interest  in  Christ,  and  then  .plead 
for  a missionary  spirit.  *•  '-.< 

Further,  let  us  plan  to  direct  our 
young  people  in  their  secular  reading 
and  study,  and  in  their  Bible  reading 
and  study,  to  keep  before  them  this  one- 
goal — -definite  Christian  service. 

Let  Its  urge  our  girls  to  complete  the 
high  school  course  and,  if  possible,  to 
. go  on  up  to  colleg'e. 

Is  it  not  possible  that  this  aim  might 
be  more  productive  than  any  other  our 
Presbyterial  might  adopt? 

Is  it  not  the  greatest  service  we  can 
render  young  people,,  to  urge  them  to 
the  limit;. yes,  to  pray  the  Lord  of  the 


harvest  to  thrust  them  out  into  the 
fields  already  white  to  the  harvest? 

- Are  there  any  that  have  greater  in- 
fluence over  our  own  girls  than  our- 
selves? Why  not  exert  our  influence? 

Bring  them  all  into  the  society. 

.Every  missionary  meeting  should  be 
replete  with  attractiveness.  Let  us 
make  it  so  at  all  costs,  and  let  us  look 
forward  to  an  evening,  some  10  or  12 
years  hence,  when  we  and  others  with 
us  shall  gather  to  bid  “Farewell”  to 
20,  or  30,  or  40.  of  our  very  own  mis-’ 
sionaries,  as  they  set  off  for  the  “re- 
gions beyond” — ambassadors  of  the 
King  of.  Kings. 

What  more  worthy  goal  for  any 
Presbyterial? 

A RECITAL  OF  WAR  EXPERI- 
ENCES 

By  Mrs.  M.  E.  Stewart. 

(This  is  the  other  side  of  the  story 
told  last  month  by  Dr.  Stewart. — 
Editor. 

I \E  , * j * • ; »; 

Dear  Olive  Trees  : 

Can  you  hear  what  I am  saying  as 
I sit  here  under  your  branches?  So 
many  have  asked  for  some  account  of 
Dr.  Stewart’s  banishment  to  far-away 
Konia  I hardly  know  where  to  begin 
or  where  to  stop.  It  is  such  a sore 
subject  and  brings  up  so  many  sad 
recollections  that  I have  never,  so 
far,  been  able  to  give  a full  state- 
ment ; only  scraps  here  and  there.  At 
different  times  during  the  war  we 
were  sorely  tempted  to  give  up  every- 
thing and  return  to  the  home  land, 
but  we  knew  and  felt  that  such  a 
course  surely  meant  leaving  all  the 
Mission  property  to  the  tender  mer- 
cies of  the  bloody  Turk,  as  well  as  all 
our  own  worldly  goods  and  that  of  all 
the  ladies  and  Dr.  Balph’s  and  Rev. 
Edgar.  Then,  again,  the  Shepherd 
chose  to  stay  by  the  sheep,  little  know- 
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ing  how  soon  so  many  of  those  same 
sheep  would  be  torn  from  the  fold  and 
the  few  who  remained  would  be  left 
without  a shepherd.  When  the 
“American  flag”  came  down,  the 
Commesair  of  Latakia  came  to  call 
and  told  us,  “If  we  wished  to  go  we 
were  free  to  go,  if  we  wished  to  stay 
we  were  free  to  stay.  If  we  were 
happy  and  contented  in  our  work  we 
were  welcome  to  stay  and  no  one 
would  molest  us.” 

To  a certain  degree,  Dr.  Stewart 
was  the  only  Christian  representa- 
tive left  in  Latakia.  The  Greek  Bishop 
left  his  large  flock  to  look  after  itself. 
The  Armenian  Bishop  was  banished 
with  his  people  and  the  Maranite  and 
French  clergy  had  to  leave  the  coun- 
try. Everybody  looked  to  Dr.  Stew- 
art as  a religious  head  and  as  con- 
sular agent,  to  help  them.  Then  the 
poor  people  had  no  one  but  us  to  help 
them  when  others  failed.  The  rich 
and  well-to-do  Christians  had  all  fled 
to  Cyprus  and  that  made  the  state  of 
the  poor  working  class  doubly  worse, 
as  they  could  get  neither  work  or 
money  from  that  source.  Dr.  Stew- 
art’s removal  came  like  a thunderbolt 
on  a bright  day  and  he  was  taken  sc 
suddenly  everybody  was  stunned  and 
could  not  realize  at  first  how  such  a 
thing  could  happen.  Then  nobody 
was  allowed  to  appear  to  help  him  or 
intercede  for  him,  for  fear  of  punish 
ment  or  banishment.  He  passed 
through  crowds  of  people  and  no  one 
dared  to  salute  or  bid  him  “farewell.” 
At  the  “Seriyeh”  door  a few  poor 
women  were  allowed  to  kiss  his  hand. 

On  Monday  afternoon  of  Novem- 
ber 15,  1917,  Dr.  Stewart  married 
a young  Armenian  couple.  They  had 
meandered  back  from  Howath  with 
others  hunting  food  and  help  and  were 
living  in  town  by  stealth.  The  bride 
was  a former  teacher  in  the  girls’ 
school,  Helani  Farrob,  and  the  groom 
was  a young  Kassa  widower,  who  lost 
his  wife  and  children  in  the  desert. 
That  night,  about  midnight,  unknown 
to  us  till  morning,  a cordon  of  ugly, 
wicked-looking  soldiers  was  stationed 
on  the  walls  surrounding  the  “boys’ 
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school  compound.”  The  first  hint 
came  from  our  errand  boy,  who  came  , 
up  to  us  greatly  excited  and  said  sol- 
diers were  guarding  the  gate  and 
would  not  let  him  go  out  for  the  milk. 
Dr.  Stewart  dressed  and  went  down 
to  see  about  it,  but  they  would  have 
no  conversation  with  him  and  would 
not  allow  the  boy  to  go  out.  After 
much  trouble  they  permitted  a passer- 
by to  take  the  bucket  and  go  for  our 
milk.  Thgn  we  made  the  discovery 
that  we  were  surrounded  on  all  sides, 
and  that  the  neighbors  were  not  al- 
lowed to  leave  their  houses  to  go  to 
work  and  the  school  boys  were  all 
turned  back.  As  there  were  near  a 
dozen  young  fellows  in  the  immediate 
neighborhood  hiding  and  evading  sol- 
dier duty,  we  naturally  thought  that . 
the  Government  had  finally  decided  to 
make  a clean  sweep  and  search  all  the 
houses  in  the  vicinty.  About  9 o’clock 
they  made  us  the  same  trouble  with 
the  bread  when  it  was  ready  to  send 
to  the  public  oven.  I myself  went  out 
to  the  gate  and  plead  and  scolded,  as 
we  had  no  bread  in  the  compound  and 
it  was  spoiling.  They  finally  allowed 
a passing  woman  to  take  the  bread  to 
the  ,oven  after  examining  it  carefully 
to  see  if  any  note  or  writing  was 
hidden  about  it.  By  now  it  was  get- 
ting on  towards  10  o’clock  when,  sud- 
denly and  without  warning,  a dozen 
officials  (military  and  civil)  entered 
the  yard,  marched  upstairs  into  our 
house  without  leave  or  license,  and 
before  you  could  wink,  they  were  in 
our  private  bedroom  opening  up 
drawers  and  cupboards  and  tearing 
up  ,beds  and  carpets  and  rugs.  We 
were  dazed  at  first,  then  we  implored 
them  to  tell  us  the  whyfore  and  reason 
and  what  they  wanted.  They  refused 
to  enlighten  us  and  went  on  thus  from 
room  to  room,  opening  boxes  and 
trunks  and  cupboards  and  drawers 
and  throwing  the  contents  every 
which  way.  Especially  in  the  parlor, 
they  tore  up  the  carpets  and  rugs  and 
examined  the  underside  of  tables  and 
furniture  and  even  proposed  splitting 
up  the  organ. 

The  noon  hour  passed  by  and  we  ' 
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had  had  nothing  to  eat  yet.  The  serv- 
ants were  terrified  and  could  do  noth- 
ing. I stole  away  and  got  us  some 
dinner  on  the  table  but  we  found  no 
time  to  eat  it.  Till  5 o’clock  in  the 
afternoon,  they  carried  on  the  weary 
search  from  room  to  room  and  back 
again.  From  attic  to  basement,  store- 
rooms and  outhouses,  school  rooms 
and  the  little  “Alexander”  house,  even 
digging  great  holes  in  the  garden.  We 
could  not  leave  them  for  a moment, 
for  some  would  be  in  one  room  and 
some  in  another,  without  any  order 
or  plan,  and  we  caught  them  putting 
things  in  their  pockets. 

For  a long  time  we  could  not  make 
out  what  the  search  was  for,  but  we 
finally  decided  it  was  for  colored 
signal  lights  and  wireless  apparatus 
(things  they  never  found  a trace  of, 
so  why  the  cruel  scene?).  One  of 
the  commanders  was  very  suspicious 
of  the  clock  in  James’  room.  He  ap- 
parently did  not  like  the  tick  of  it.  He 
kept  going  back  to  that  room  and  put- 
ting his  ear  to  it.  If  it  had  not  been 
so  aggravating,  it  would  have  been 
very  funny.  They  were  doubly  sus- 
picious of  Dr.  Balph’s  “microscope,” 
and  were  making  a big  thing  of  it. 
I felt  very  wicked  just  about  this  time 
and  told  them  “that  was  a machine 
Dr.  Balph  used  for  examining  the 
blood  of  consumptive  people,  and  if 
they  handled  it  very  much  there  was 
great  danger  of  getting  some  of  the 
microbes  on  their  hands,  especially 
this  hot  weather,  and  becoming  in- 
fected.” Soon  I heard  the  Commesair 
telling  the  commander  to  “drop  it, 
drop  it,  put  it  in  the  cupboard,”  which 
he  hastily  proceeded  to  do.  All  my 
precious  things,  and  things  put  away 
for  the  children,  and  things  packed 
for  sudden  flight,  were  pulled  out  over 
the  dusty  attic  floor  and  trampled 
upon.  One  was  a box  of  family  por- 
traits and  Elisabeth’s  paintings. 
When  they  began  to  pull  out  the  en- 
larged picture  of  our  daughter  Jean 
who  died  our  first  year  in  Syria  I 
became  furious,  and  slapped  the  man’s 
hand  and  said  to  him,  “Don’t  you 
dare  touch  the  picture  of  my  dear 


dead  child.”  The  Commesair  heard 
me  and  came  over  and  pushed  the 
man  away  and  covered  the  picture  up 
very  gently.  “No  one  shall  touch  it,” 
he  said  to  me.  They  were  a rough 
Turkish  horde,  not  knowing  what 
things  were  or  what  they  were  for. 
They  had  never  been  in  a foreigner’s 
house  before  and  had  never  seen  such 
things  and  they  seemed  bound  to  see 
when  they  had  the  chance  of  their 
lives.  They  even  brought  a man  and 
stripped  him  to  go  down  into  the  cis- 
tern, but  finally  listened  to  our  en- 
treaties not  to  pollute  our  drinking 
water. 

When  they  came  to  the  school  wheat 
room,  Dr.  Stewart  warned  them  that 
they  would  get  hives  all  over  them  if 
they  handled  the  wheat.  The  Comme- 
sair was  a large,  fleshy  man,  dressed 
in  uniform,  and  it  was  a sweltering 
day.  They  had  just  come  down  from 
the  attic  from  under  the  hot  tiles  and 
they  were  all  red  and  perspiring.  The 
Commesair  straightened  up  with  the 
perspiration  pouring  from  his  face 
and  replied  “We  are  always  ready  to 
do  our  duty,”  and  in  they  went.  Brave 
men ! Soon  Dr.  Stewart  noticed  first 
one  and  then  the  other  begin  to 
scratch  his  head,  then  his*  neck,  then 
make  frantic  efforts  to  get  their  firsts 
down  under  their  clothes  about  the 
neck,  etc.,  etc.  Oh,  it  was  comic,  and 
how  Dr.  Stewart  did  enjoy  their  mis- 
ery. It  is  funny  to  hear  him  tell  it. 

Well,  at  the  end  of  the  day  we  were 
completely  worn  out  and  exhausted, 
and  our  house  looked  as  if  it  had  been 
struck  by  a “Western  tornado.”  Mr. 
Stewart  was  soon  arrested  and  taken 
away  and  I was  left  alone  in  sorrow 
and  weakness  to  set  said  house  in 
order  and  renair  damages.  It  took 
me  two  months. 

(To  be  continued  in  February  number.) 


Put  off  as  long  as  possible  the  habit 
of  petting  yourself. 


The  wolf  may  have  his  place  in  the 
world,  but  that  place  is  not.  with  the 
lambs  of  the  fold. 


FOREIGN  MISSIONARIES  OF  THE  SYNOD  OF  THE  REFORMED  PRES.  CHURCH 


Latakia,  Syria. 

Rev.  Jas.  S.  Stewart,  D.  D 

Mrs.  J.  S.  Stewart 

Rev.  Samual  Edgar, 

Mrs.  Samuel  Edgar  On  furlough 

J.  M.  Balph,  M.  D., 

Mrs.  J.  M.  Balph 

Miss  Maggie  B.  Edgar 

Miss  M.  Florence  Mearns, 

Mersine,  Asia  Minor. 

Rev.  Robt.  E.  Willson,  

Mrs.  Robt.  E.  Willson  — 

Rev.  Andrew  J.  McFarland 

Mrs.  Andrew  J.  McFarland 

John  Peoples,  M.  D 

Mrs.  John  Peoples On  furlough 

Miss  F.  Elm  a French  

Lamaca,  Cyprus. 

Rev.  Walter  McCarroll, On  furlough 
Mrs.  Walter  McCarroll,  On  furlough 

Mr.  Wilbur  Weir 

Rev.  Alvin  W.  Smith 

Ernest  V.  Tweed 

Nicosia,  Cyprus. 

Calvin  McCarroll,  M.  D On  furlou’h 
Mrs.  Calvin  McCarroll.  “ 

Talc  Hing  Chau,  West  River, 

South  Chine. 

Rev.  A.  I.  Robb.  D.  D 

Mrs.  A.  I.  Robb 

Rev.  J.  K.  Robb, 

Mrs.  J.  K.  Robb  on  furlough 


Rev.  Julius  A.  Kempf 

Mrs.  Julius  A.  Kempf 

Rev.  William  M.  Robb — 

Mrs.  William  M.  Robb 

Miss  Kate  McBurney,  M.  D.,  

Miss  Mary  R.  Adams 

Mtss  Rose  A.  Huston 

Miss  Nellie  A.  Brownlee 

Rev.  R.  C.  Adams  

Mrs.  R.  C.  Adams  - 

Rev.  Jesse  C.  Mitchel 

Mrs.  Jesse  C.  Mitchel  

Miss  Inez  M.  Smith,  R.  N.  ... 

Canton  Medical  Missionary  U nic&. 
Canton,  South  China. 

James  M.  Wright,  m.d.  On  furlough 
Mrs.  James  M.  Wright,  On  furlough 

Union  Language  School, 
Canton,  South  China. 

Miss  Jean  M.  Barr 

Miss  Lillian  J.  McCracken 

Lu  Ting,  via  Canton,  South  China, 

Rev.  Ernest  C.  Mitchell 

Mrs.  Ernest  C.  Mitchell 

E.  J.  M.  Dickson,  M.  D 

Mrs.  E.  J.  M.  Dickson 

Miss  Ella  Margaret  Stewart.  . . „ 

Miss  Jennie  M.  Dean 

Miss  M.  Edna  Wallace,  M.  D.  . . . , 

. Gaols’  ' •-  *; 


HOME  MISSIONARIES  OF  THE  REFORMED  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH 


Indian  Mission,  Apache,  Okla. 


Southern  Mission,  Selma,  Ala. 


Rev.  W.  W.  Carithers,  Superintendent. 

Miss  Inez  Wickerham 

Miss  Ellen  Wilson 

Miss  Irene  McMurtry 

Miss  Mae  Allen 

Mission  of  the  Covenant,  800  South  6th  8t., 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 

'iss  Annie  Forsyth 
Miss  Emma  M.  McFarland 

Volunteer  Workers. 

Miss  Mary  Gray 
Mips  Mazie  Steele 
Miss  Anna  Thompson 
Db.  Ralph  Duncan 
Mr.  Samuel  Jackson 
Mr.  Melville  Pearce 
Mr.  Will  Stewart 
Mr.  Edwin  Anderson 
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Rev.  G.  A.  Edgar,  D.  D.,  Superintendent 
Miss  Lola  Weir,  High  School 
Miss  Mary  Reynolds,  High  School 
Miss  Ella  Hays,  Grammar  School 
Miss  Mary  Wilson,  Sixth  Grade 
Miss  Laura  Weir,  Fifth  Grade 
Mrs.  M.  I.  Robb,  Fourth  Grade 
Miss  Ruth  Kynett,  Third  Grade 
Miss  Eulalia  Howard,  Second  Grade 
Mrs.  E.  O.  Senegal,  First  Grade 
Mrs.  G.  M.  Sims,  Primary  Department 
Miss  Mary  E.  Fowler,  Girls’  Indus.  Dept 
Prof.  Theod’re  Lee,  Boys’  Indus.  Dept. 
Miss  Sophia  Kingston,  Prin’l  Little  Knom 
Mrs.  Louise  Kynett,  Prin’l  Pleasant  Grove 
Mrs.  Estelle  Lightning,  Asst.  Girls’  In- 
dustrial Dept. 

Mrs.  Earnest  Brooks,  East  Selma 


AN  APPEAL  FOR  HELP! 


The  Foreign  Mission  Board  Calls. 

WILL  THE  CHURCH  SURRENDER  Of*  INVEST  $100,000? 

At  this  season  the  Treasury  is  always  overdrawn — but  never  so 
largely  heretofore.  Collections  of  December  and  January  have  always 
more  than  covered  the  over-draft : and  with  bequests  and  dividends  we 
kept  going  year  by  year.  

This  year  the  Board  was  obliged  to  overdraw  more  largely  to 
make  up  what  the  missionaries  in  Levant  borrowed  while  shut-off  from 
us  during  the  War.  Had  they  not  borrowed  they  would  have  died  ! 


Rev.  R.  A,  Blair  has  now  completed  the  appeal  for  Emergency 
Fund  for  Levant  to  help  re-emburse  the  Treasury. 


AND  WE  ARE  NOW  IN  MIDST  OF  THIS  ! 

For  the  entire  months  of  December  and  January  the  WHOLE 
MISSIONARY  THOUGHT  AND  PRAYER  OF  THE  CHURCH 
must  be  centered  on  the  Synodical  Collections  ; 

IN  DECEMBER,  $35,000  for  Levant; 

IN  JANUARY,  $40,000  for  China. 

Not  one  dollar  of  what  Mr.  Blair  has  collected  or  pledged 
should  be  deducted  from  these  appropriations. 

THE  CHURCH  MUST  RAISE  THE  FULL  AMOUNTS 
OR  THE  SITUATION  CAN  NOT  BE  SAVED  ! ! 


THE  COST  OF  EXCHANGE  IN  BOTH  LEVANT  AND  CHINA 
requires  $2  for  each  $1  of  salary  and  Mission  expense.  We  must  raise  it — 
or  THE  MISSIONARIES  WILL  BE  STARVED  HOME  AND  THE 
WORK  STOP. 

Whatever  deficit  remains  after  the  December  and  January  collections 
must  be  raised  by  private  subscription. 


“MENandBRETHREN.WHATSHALL  WE  DO?” 


Our  answer  should  be  given  FIRST  TO  THE  MASTER,  then  to 
JOSEPH  M STEELE,  Treasurer, 

1600  Arch  Strekt, 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 


